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 Mary and I enjoy treating ourselves on Sun-
days after church by eating out, and one of our 
favorite restaurants is HuHot Mongolian Grill. 
Here you fill up a bowl with the ingredients you 
like, douse them with the sauces you like, then 
hand the bowl to the cooks who fry it up and give 
it back to you. On busy days, the meals on the 
grill get closer and closer to each other. Ingredi-
ents sometimes make their way from one diner’s 
selection to the next. Sauces intermingle. So in 
some ways, you never know what you’re going to 
get.  

 Once at the table, we’ll find things we know 
we didn’t select. Mary will not get onions; I’m not 
one for pea pods. So if we see any such items in-
truding in our meals, we will promptly expel the 
offending veggie and give it to our spouse. Some-
times, however, we end up with something nei-
ther one of us would select, hence the phrase, 
“What’s That in my HuHot?” We’ll dissect it, in-
spect it, discuss it, but unless we can identify it, 
we won’t eat it.  

 How curious, then, that we swallow so much 
that our society serves up to us. Take this Christ-
mas season. We would hope we would select love, 
hope, peace and joy, but the culture in which we 
live gives us back jealousy, despair, stress and 
sadness. Take a look at those shopping, playing, 
or working around you. Do they look happy? (Then 
again, look in the mirror. Do YOU look happy???) 
What’s happened between the time we put our 
values out in the world and the time the world 
hands them back? Has someone turned the 
kitchen over to demons? Why are we taking and 
eating what this sinful and broken world has made 

What’s That in my HuHot? 
and served to us?  

 An example: We teach our children not to 
take the Lord’s name in vain. But TV shows con-
tinually have people exclaiming “Oh my G-d!” So 
it becomes part of our children’s vocabulary. 
Even in church and in confirmation class, I will 
hear this phrase. Misusing the Lord’s name has 
been served up by the world, and our kids eat it 
along with everything else on their plates.  

 St. Paul urges the Thessalonians, and as your 
pastor, I encourage you (1Thess. 5:14-22): 
 14And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, 

encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient 

with them all. 15See that no one repays anyone evil for 

evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to 

everyone. 16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 
18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of 

God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the 

Spirit. 20Do not despise prophecies, 21but test every-

thing; hold fast what is good. 22Abstain from every 

form of evil. 

 If Mary won’t eat my onions and if I flick her 
pea pods back across the table, why can’t we be 
as discerning when it comes to the values, atti-
tudes, and teachings of the world that we take 
into our hearts and minds? If it doesn’t taste good 
to us spiritually, we shouldn’t eat it just because 
it’s on our plate. So whether it’s the TV in our 
living rooms, the books on our shelves, the radio 
in our car or the screens in our theatres, we need 
to ask ourselves (figuratively, of course), “What’s 
THAT doing in my HuHot?” If it does not square 
with the Word of the Bible, then it doesn’t belong 
there, and we shouldn’t eat it.  
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Pastor Schmitt’s  

Top Ten List 
 

 Thank you to all who sent messages of care and 

concern in the recent illness and passing of my father 

from this vale of tears to the vale of paradise in heaven 

above. My family and I are deeply moved by such ex-

pressions of support and love for us.  

 Now to more jovial things: The trips along I-29 

the last month have given me a lot of time to think. 

Some things I was able to sort out; others still elude 

me. So here, in no particular order, are things I still 

wonder about:  

10. What keeps those meters in the hubcaps of truck 

trailers from spinning wildly with the tires? 

9. What would it take to shore up, insulate, and reno-

vate one of those magnificent barns to be a roomy, 

comfortable home? 

8. Those fireworks stands say they’re open all year, 

but nobody’s there except around July 4. 

7. Those huge windmill blades that get carried on two 

truck beds—I wonder if I could change lanes under-

neath there and not lose my antenna… 

6. Those things ARE huge. How do you suppose they 

get them up onto the towers? 

5. What’s that deer doing on the ro—— AHHHH!!!! 

4. If gas costs $.25/gal more in NE than MO, and if it 

takes just over half a tank to get from door to door, at 

which point can I maximize my fuel costs with minimal 

risk of getting stranded alongside the road? 

3. Why would it be such a great thing to stay where 

Jesse James stayed? Does it help me learn how to be a 

crook? Get me killed? 

2. They say that at 55 MPH, the stripes down the mid-

dle of the highway come at you at the tempo of “Duke 

of Earl.” What song’s tempo would they come at you 

when you’re doing 70? 

 And the number 1 thing I wonder about as I travel-  

1. If I ever wrote all these things down, you suppose 

I’d get committed somewhere? I hope it would be 

someplace nice… Good food, nice nurses, soft bed. 

Then again, I might get a weird roommate. On the 

other hand, I might be able to help him, and that would 

be cool. Hey! Then I could write a book, and sell it for 

enough to renovate that barn into a nice house. Just 

imagine the view from that hayloft—that would make a 

Choral Advent/Christmas Service December 14 
 

     Music, music, music!  Lots of music will be echoing in 
the sanctuary as a service of Advent/Christmas music will 
enhance worship on Sunday, December 14th at both the 
8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services. 
     The choir is preparing a number of selections, ranging 
from a Bach chorale, to an early American fuging tune by 
William Billings, to an early 20th century composition re-
minding us of Jesus impending death on Calvary, to a 
number of stirring Christmas anthems, and even a simple 
carol written by Garrison Keillor.  A composition for choir 
and handbells written by Pastor Bartelt will also be fea-
tured. 
     Adding to the service will be some special organ music 
presented by Pastor Schmitt and other Zion members. 
     Be sure to include the services on December 14th in your 
family’s Advent/Christmas preparation. 

Let’s All Sing for Christmas! 

     Our beautiful services on Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day can be even more beautiful when we can include some 
solos, duets, small groups, instrumentalists, and even a 
small choir. 
     If you will be here for our Christmas services, you are 
invited to participate in special music for these services.  If 
some of your family will be home for the holidays they 
might be willing to participate also. 
     On Wednesday, December 17, at 7:45 p.m. (after the 
Advent service), you are invited to a special rehearsal for 
those who can help sing at either the Christmas Eve or 
Christmas Day services. 
     If you have ideas or want to volunteer a solo or duet, 
please contact Pastor Bartelt before the 17th so that we can 
be sure to include you in the plans.  
     Hopefully, we can make our wonderful Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day services even more wonderful. 

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN SCHOOLS OF OMAHA 
 

     The Wider Omaha Lutheran School Assn. has changed its 
name to Concordia Lutheran Schools of Omaha.  The change 
brings the corporate name of the Lutheran school system 
into agreement with the names of the schools it operates:  
Concordia Academy elementary school, at 108th and Grover 
St., and Concordia Jr/Sr High School, 156th and Fort St.   
     The schools serve a total of 440 students:  231 at Concor-
dia Academy in grades kindergarten through 6th, and 209 at 
the Junior-Senior High in grades 7 through 12. 
     Concordia Lutheran Schools of Omaha is owned by 16 
churches affiliated with the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod in Omaha and the surrounding area.  In addition to 
the new name, the school system has a new logo: 
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Student Ministry Events 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Dec 6 Christmas Rehearsal 

Dec 13 Christmas Rehearsal 

Dec 20 Children’s Christmas Worship 

 Service 

Dec 21  Progressive Dinner/Caroling 

Jan 7  Midweek & Confirmation Resume 

Jan 25  Skiing 

Feb 15  Valentine’s Dinner 

Children’s Christmas Service 
Saturday, December 20th 

6 PM 

Practice: Sat, Dec 6: 10:30-11:30 AM 

  Sat, Dec 13: 1-2 PM 
 

All children are invited to participate in this year’s 

Children’s Christmas Service:  “John the Baptist 

Presents: A Savior, Christ the Lord”. 
 

We will have two practices and in addition the kids 

will work on their songs during the Sunday School 

opening at 9:15 AM. 
 

We have parts for the little and the not so little.  

Parts with costumes, parts without costumes, and 

for those that would like to just sing.  Please sign 

up on the board for the part you would like. 

Progressive Dinner & Caroling 
Sunday, December 21 

4 PM 

6th - 12th Grade 
 

Join us for an evening of food and caroling.  We 

will leave the church parking lot at 4 PM. 
 

Parents, young adults,  

choir members and other 

random church members 

are also invited to attend. 
 

In order to figure out how 

much food is needed you 

must sign up in the High 

School Sunday School Room by Wednesday, De-

cember 17. 
 

No singing talent needed or required. 

Skiing/Tubing 
Mt Crescent 

Sunday, January 25 

6th-12th Grade 
 

Right now, we don’t know too many details.  All 

we know is that we are going skiing or tubing and  

it will be on Sunday, January 25.  We will let you 

know more when we know more! 
 

We don’t know how much it will cost (tubing will 

cost you less then skiing and everything is cheaper 

if we have a larger group.)  So bring FRIENDS!  

We don’t know when we will leave (it won’t be 

before 9 AM) and we will be back around 6 PM. 
 

Parents are invited to attend.  If siblings wish to 

attend they must be at least  9 years old and with a 

parent. 
 

Please bring snow gear (boots, 

gloves, hat, coat, etc…) and extra 

cash for meals, drinks, etc…. 
 

Sign up sheet in High School room! 

Midweek & Confirmation 

Winter Break 
 

All Midweek and Confirmation classes are now on 

winter break.  Classes will resume, Jan 7th. 
 

Haven’t been coming to Midweek?  Jan 7th would 

be the perfect time to start.  Come and join the 40 

kids having fun at Midweek every week! 
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HY-VEE CASH FOR STUDENTS 

ENDS DECEMBER 31, 2008 

Hy-Vee is once again partnering with area schools in the 

CASH FOR STUDENTS fund raising program.  Over 

$160,000 in much needed funds has been donated to area 

schools by Hy-Vee over the last 9 years.  Here’s how it 

works:  Parents, friends, grandparents, staff and administra-

tors shop at any of the ten Omaha and Council Bluffs Hy-

Vees.  Turn in all your receipts to the school or to Zion and 

the totals will be tallied.  The maximum award to be donated 

per school is $2,000.  Receipts dated from September 22 

through 5:00 PM on December 31, 2008 are eligible for this 

promotion.  Please shop Hy-Vee and help our school by turn-

ing in your receipts!! 

VOTERS’ MEETING ~ January 11, 2009 
 

     Mark your calendar for the next quarterly Voters’ As-

sembly on January 11 immediately following the late wor-

ship service.  Please plan to attend and share your views on 

the proposed budget for the new year. 

CONCORDIA ACADEMY OPEN HOUSE 
Concordia Academy offers the best of both worlds, quality 

education and Christian values.  We invite you to learn 

more at the Concordia Academy Open House on Thursday, 

December 4 from 6:30—8:00 PM.  New registrations for 

the 2009-2010 school year begin January 26, 2009.  Please 

call 592-8005 or email raabed@concordiaomaha.org.   

DECORATIONS 
Come and help decorate the 

church for Christmas on Sunday, December 7 after 

the 10:30 service.  We’ll have lunch first and then 

enjoy some Christmas music while we decorate.   

The more the merrier. 

CHRISTMAS PARTY/OPEN HOUSE 

The Women’s Small Group Bible Study would like you to 

join us at our Christmas Party/Open House on Monday, 

December 8 at 7:00 PM at Panera Bread (Eagle Run—

134th & Maple).  Bring your mothers, daughters, sisters 

and friends (even if they don’t go to our church).  We’ll 

have fellowship, refreshments, and you can help us decide 

what we want to study next.  Our spring study session will 

begin on Monday, January 5 at 6:30.  Contact Dawn Beck 

or call the church office with questions.  We hope to see 

you there! 

Coffee and Donuts 
The new 2009 schedule for serving coffee and donuts 
on the second Sunday of the month after the 8:00 
service is as follows: 

            January           Fellowship 
            February         Stewardship 
            March             Elders 
            April               Rebekah Circle 
            May                Lydia Circle 
            June               Discipleship 
            July                Church Properties 
            August           Education 
            September      Youth 
            October          Stewardship 
            November      Rebekah Circle 
            December       Lydia Circle 
     Thank you to all that helped serve coffee and those 
delicious goodies this past year. 
     On the bulletin board by the Lakeview Room there 
is a sign-up sheet for anyone who would like to serve 
coffee and donuts after the 8:00 service. You could do 
it for an occasion such as an anniversary or birthday. 
     All it requires is to bring donuts, cookies, or any-
thing delicious, make coffee (coffee and kool-aid al-
ready bought and in the cupboard), serve, and clean up. 
     Thank you to the Board of Discipleship, Rebekah 
Circle and Lydia Circle for providing these treats for the 
months of October and November.  Also thank you to 
Rhea Larsen for putting our new grill together. 
 

~Board of Fellowship~ 
 

A CONCORDIA CHRISTMAS  
On behalf of the Concordia University, Nebraska family, I 

invite you to prepare for the arrival of the Christ Child by 

joining us for A Concordia Christmas on Dec. 6-7.  A Con-

cordia Christmas is a musical celebration featuring concert 

performances by the University A Cappella Choir, Wind 

Ensemble, Handbell Choir, Concordia Singers and Brass 

Ensemble. 

     Concerts are scheduled for Dec. 6 at 3 p.m. and Dec. 7 

at 3 and 7 p.m. at St. John's Lutheran Church, 919 N. Co-

lumbia Ave., in Seward.  Admission is free to the concert 

but tickets are required.  Holiday buffets will accompany 

the concerts, and are scheduled for Saturday from 4:30-6 

p.m. and Sunday from 4:30-6:30 p.m.  Please also join us 
in touring five Seward homes decked out with Christmas 

cheer at the Scholarship Parade of Homes Sunday from 

12:30-4:30 p.m.  Tickets are required for all events and can 

be obtained by calling 800-535-5494, ext. 7269. 

GERMAN WORSHIP SERVICE 
All are invited to attend an Advent Worship Service which 

will be spoken in the German Language on Sun., Dec. 21 

at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church.  The service will begin at 

2:00 with the singing of the German American Society 

Choir.  Lynne Eifert will play the organ and Rev. Edmund 

Schafer will be the preacher and liturgist.  After worship, 

all are invited to partake in refreshments.   
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BIBLE STUDY SURVEY 

 

“Remain in Me, and I will remain in you”  John 15:4a 

 

Please help us plan for the future by completing this brief survey.  We value your input!  Please re-

turn survey to church office! 

 

CHECK OR CIRCLE ALL THAT ARE TRUE FOR YOU 
 

ABOUT YOU: 
I AM CURRENTLY INVOLVED IN: 

◦ a group Bible Study here at Zion   ◦ a regular personal study of the Bible 

◦ a group Bible study that is not connected to Zion 

 

I PREFER BIBLE STUDIES THAT ARE: 

◦ Large group, lecture-oriented    ◦ Held at church during the week 

◦ Small group, discussion-oriented    ___Morning 

◦ Held on Sunday morning     ___Afternoon 

◦ Held at someone’s home     ___Evening 

◦ Held at a local restaurant 

 

I PREFER A BIBLE STUDY THAT IS SPECIFICALLY FOR: 

◦ Parents       ◦ Young Adults 

◦ Senior citizens      ◦ A Variety of Ages 

◦ Men       ◦ Teens 

◦ Women       ◦ Other ________________________________ 

◦ Single parents 

 

I PREFER A BIBLE STUDY THAT IS LED BY: 

◦ a pastor       ◦ a fellow lay member 

◦ any church ministry leader 

 

I FIND OUT ABOUT ZION’S BIBLE STUDIES THROUGH: 

◦ The Sunday Church Bulletin    ◦ The church’s website 

◦ The Church newsletter     ◦ Other: _______________________________ 

 

BIBLE STUDY TOPICS 
I WOULD PREFER BIBLE STUDIES WITH THE TOPIC OF: 

◦ How to share my faith     ◦ Emotions and the Christian Faith  

◦ How to regard my possessions in a     (stress, guilt, fear, worry, depression) 

 God-pleasing way     ◦ Parenting and family issues 

◦ How to know what my spiritual gifts are  ◦ The same lesson as the Sunday School kids 

◦ Life issues (abortion, euthanasia, bio-ethics)  ◦ Other topics ___________________________ 

◦ Social issues (terrorism, immorality,     

 the entertainment industry, gambling, etc.) 
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I WOULD PREFER BIBLE STUDIES ON 

◦ A survey of the Old Testament    ◦ A review of Luther’s Small Catechism 

◦ A survey of the New Testament    ◦ The Sunday worship service readings 

◦ A systematic, disciplined, long-term journey   ◦ The history of the Missouri Synod 

 through the entire Bible    ◦ The Lutheran Liturgy 

◦ The theology of hymns     ◦ A specific book of the Bible  (List) 

         ________________________________ 

 

I WOULD GO TO BIBLE STUDY, BUT. . . 
◦ There hasn’t been one offered that I’m truly interested in 

◦ I can’t/won’t drive at night 

◦ My calendar is full 

◦ I am involved with Sunday School 

◦ I don’t see group Bible study as a need in my life 

◦ No one has invited me 

◦ The idea of being in a Bible study is a bit intimidating to me 

◦ I need child care 

 

HOW CAN I HELP? 
◦ I would be interested in being trained and/or contacted to lead a Bible study. 

◦ I would be willing to open my home for a small group Bible study  (this does not commit me to lead-

ing it, nor is it necessarily for a prolonged period of time). 

◦ I would be willing to provide transportation for anyone who needs it. 

◦ I would be willing to call people to inform them of upcoming Bible studies and small groups. 

◦ I would be willing to provide child care during a Bible study. 

 

ANY FURTHER COMMENTS OF SUGGESTIONS? 
If there is any further comment, suggestion, or information you would like to provide us, please use the 

space below to tell us.  We value the constructive and honest feedback from our members. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

OPTIONAL  (please include basic contact info if you have volunteered specifically for something or 

would like to be contacted) 

 

Name:________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:_________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address:_________________________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE RETURN SURVEY TO CHURCH OFFICE! 



7 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Lydia Circle News  
On October 30th nine members were present and we welcomed three guests, Marguerite Sandelin, Diane Grulke and Ruth 

Braun. We invite them to come and visit anytime. Pastor opened the meeting with prayer and the Christian Growth Leader had an 
object lesson on the Lord's Prayer with articles in "The Lord's Prayer Baggie" which represented what the words of the Lord’s 
Prayer mean. 

The secretary's minutes were read and approved. A motion was made, seconded and carried to accept the treasurer's re-
port as read.   

Thank you cards were read from Marilyn Walz for the donation we gave her for speaking at our joint meeting and from the 
Pastor Schmitt family for the memorial given for his father which went towards the large flag to be flown on the new flag pole on 
special occasions. 

Parts of the Project Hope newsletter were read, Lois Costar reported on the sign up sheet for either working or bringing food 
to funeral lunches. There were seventeen congregation members signed up and with the addition of the circle members names 
there were 39 names in all. There will be a calling committee to contact  those who signed up when there is a funeral. The size of 
the funeral will determine how many will be asked to work or bring food. 

Details were given on the upcoming "Baking Event" the circles are having on Nov. 22 & 23. It will be held in the narthex. It has 
been advertised with flyers in the bulletins and will be held before and after all three services. Connie Hagen and Judy Treadway 
and some of the Rebekah members will be at the church to set up and receive items as they are brought in on Sat. and be there 
before the Sat. evening service for sales. Lois Costar and Aleta Neuhaus will work before and after the 8 a.m. service and Mary-
beth Cohrs, Ann Neuhaus and Joan Graham will be there for the 10:30 service. 

A motion was made, seconded and carried to buy more purificators and chalice palls for the common cup for communion. 
We had a short session on "Ask the Pastor".  Oct. birthdays were Connie Hagen and Elaine Raabe. 
The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer and the table prayer. Eunice Neuhaus served a pumpkin dessert, nuts, candy and 

coffee. 
The November meeting is Nov. 20th, a week early because of Thanksgiving. There will be a Bible Study and distribution of 

funds. News from that meeting will be in the next newsletter. Hostess will be Aleta Neuhaus. As always we look forward to wel-
coming any visitors. 
Aleta Neuhaus, Secretary 

Rebekah Circle News 
     Ten members, one guest and Pastor attended the October meeting.  Laura opened the meeting with devotion she titled 
"Leave It Up To God" which was all about prayer. She also led us in singing "What a Friend We Have in Jesus".  Judy reported 
that she had sent several cards to Zion members.  She also reported there has been a positive response from the congregation 
regarding the request from the committee asking for help from Zion members who are willing to provide food for funerals and also 
help at funerals.  Pastor Schmitt showed us the flag which was purchased in memory of his father from the memorial gifts given 
by Zion members.  It is a very large and beautiful American flag which will be used for special occasions.  Kathy reported that the 
featured items for November for Project Hope are Thanksgiving food items.  She and Phil will also be putting up the Christmas 
tree in the narthex which is to be decorated by Zion members with hats, gloves and scarves which will be given to Open Door 
Mission and Project Hope.  Kathy also conducted the election for president and vice president.  Congratulations to Judy and Mar-
lys who will serve for the next 2 years.   Pastor answered several questions from members during the "Ask the Pastor" part of our 
meeting which is always very interesting.  Marilyn served a delicious pumpkin dessert to complete the evening. 
     November 18th seven members and Pastor Schmitt were present.  The business meeting included reports from Judy and 
Kathy.  Judy had again sent several cards to Zion members  Kathy told us that she and Phil had delivered thirty Global Gift Bags 
to Norfolk where they will be loaded with others and shipped overseas.  She also reported that food was delivered to Project 
Hope.  The featured item for December is any tomato item such as soup, juice, sauce or ketchup.  One other item which is always 
needed is liquid laundry soap.  Our donations continue to be very welcome.  Plans were completed for the bakery event which will 
be held November 22 and 23.  Several members are scheduled to work before and after all three services.  The proceeds from 
this event will be divided between Open Door Mission and Project Hope.  Judy informed us of the need to revise our by-laws and 
she proceeded to go through them with the group until it was accomplished.  Pastor conducted the lesson from the Quarterly 
called "The Wellspring of Joy."   Marlys served a delicious apple dessert and the meeting ended with prayer.   
Carol Scebold, Secretary 

Funeral Lunches 
 

As a service to the families, the Lydia & Rebekah Circles serve lunch at funerals.  We would like the assistance of the members 
of the congregation to help furnish salads & desserts.  If you are interested in being called to bring a salad or a dessert, or to help 
serve, please sign your name on the sheet posted on the bulletin board in the narthex.  THANK YOU for your help!  God bless!      

~The ladies of the Lydia & Rebekah Circles~ 
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PROJECT HOPE 
 

     By now you may have noticed that we are using a shopping cart for collecting our donations to Project Hope. You no longer 
need to bend down to put your donations in a box as well as it makes it much easier for those who take the donations to their 
cars for delivery. We, again, thank Pastor Schmitt for getting the two carts for us and making the proper signage. 
    On November 2nd, Project Hope held an Open House in recognition of their 25 years of service to the community. It was a 
great time to meet the staff and volunteers of Project Hope. They really worked hard to have everything clean and organized. A 
2 page newsletter regarding their 25 years is posted on the bulletin board in the narthex. It is located by the LWML happenings.  
    "What is a Project Hope" some of our new members of Zion may be wondering. Project Hope is a Lutheran Food Pantry serv-
ing one of the poorest zip codes in Omaha. Clients may only come one time a month and are given one paper grocery bag of 
food (it is called a pantry) for every two people living in that household. Project Hope relies on non-perishable donations such as 
the ones we here at Zion collect as well as monetary donations. Project Hope is also able to purchase food at very low cost from 
the Omaha Food Bank. However, the Omaha Food Bank has not had their shelves fully stocked so there are times when items 
are very limited. 
    The grocery bag "pantry" that Project Hope clients receive, includes 1 pkg. of cereal, 2 cans of tuna or chicken, 1 pkg. elbow 
macaroni, 2 fruits, 1 jar peanut butter, 4 cans of vegetables, 1 tomato sauce, 1 can pork & beans, 2 cans of soup or pkgs. of 
Ramen noodles, 2 boxes macaroni & cheese, 1 sleeve of crackers, 1 bag of popcorn and 1 pkg. of cookies.  They also give out 
a selection of frozen foods if they are available from the Food Bank. Project Hope serves between 400 to 550 families a month.  
    To help you see the amounts and the variety that Zion donates, a poster is up on the table near the coat room. The October 
collection is now posted. As hard is the economy is becoming on us the members of Zion, just imagine what it must be like for 
the clients of Project Hope. We still are very richly blessed and it is in the difficult time that we need to step up and help where 
we can. Just a can of vegetables or box of macaroni & cheese is always so appreciated by the staff of Project Hope. The fea-
tured items for the month of December are tomato products such as tomato sauce, spaghetti sauce, tomato soup, tomato juice, 
etc. For January, the featured items are canned meats such as chicken, tuna, Spam, etc. 
    Thank you notes from Leigh, the Director of Project Hope, are posted on the bulletin board also. I, along with Project Hope, 
want to thank the members of Zion for being so faithful in this mission effort. 
      

Kathy Rummel, Project Hope Food Coordinator 

 
GLOBAL GIFT BAGS 

 

         30 Global Gift Bags were filled and delivered to the Orphan Grain Train the middle of November. They were delivered in 
time for a shipment that was going to be sent out shortly to possibly Guatemala. Both Circles would like to once again thank eve-
ryone who donated the items to fill the Gift Bags. Watch the Bell in spring for information on filling more Gift Bags. 

  
        PROJECT HOPE / OPEN DOOR MISSION TREE 

 

    This year, the Lydia & Rebekah Circles have decided that both Project Hope and the Open Door Mission are in need of our 
help. Therefore all mittens, gloves, caps, hats, and scarves will be divided between these two agencies. All you need to do is 
purchase one or more of the requested winter items for either a man, woman or child and bring to Zion and put on the tree. As 
the collection grows, we hope to make several deliveries. With the cold weather we have had lately, we would like to make the 
first delivery soon. Watch for the sales or clearances to help stretch your dollars. Because we can have cold weather well into 
March, we will be keeping the tree up until the end of January.  

 
CARD COUNTER 

  

    There still is time and a selection of Christmas cards and Christmas napkins at the card counter. The Rebekah Circle provides 
this as a service to the members of Zion and we attempt to keep prices as low as possible. Please feel free to stop by and 
browse. During this Advent season, we will try to have someone at the card counter to assist you with your selections and/or 
questions. 

 
POP CAN TABS 

 

    Our total for tabs being collected for the Ronald McDonald House is well over 15,000. Considering we have only 
started keeping totals of tabs collected for the last few months, the total is climbing rather swiftly. Watch the LWML 
bulletin board for post cards from the Ronald McDonald House with their thank you as well as our totals of tabs con-
tributed.  
    Remember to bring your tabs in some kind of container, zip lock bag, etc. and put them on the  east counter in 
the Lakeview Room. Collecting these tabs helps you by recycling and it helps the Ronald McDonald House raise 
funds. 
  


