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 There’s a Christmas hymn called, “I Am So 
Glad When Christmas Comes,” but no corresponding 
Lenten Hymn. The joy can still be there in our hearts, 

though, as the colors change to the deep, regal pur-
ple, the evening services envelop us with loving fel-
lowship and thoughtful messages, and we prepare 
ourselves for the coming High Festival of Easter.  

 Before any Feast, there is preparation. 
Cooks, waiters, decorators all focus on the tasks at 
hand. The food is prepared. The silver and crystal 
are polished. The napkins are folded, the tables set.  
Flowers give their lives as the knife severs them 
from their life-giving roots, still they yield their fra-
grance and beauty to the tables and the rooms.  

 In all this, there is joy—even when the feast 
is not yet—for we can see the joy that is to be had.  

 Before the Feast of Easter, there is the 
preparation of Lent. Pastors, musicians, parishioners 
all “Fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and per-
fecter of our faith, Who for the joy set before 
Him, endured the cross, scorning its shame, and 
sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God.” (Hebrews 12:2) The stain of sin is confessed 
and absolved, washed away. The corrosion of our 
lives is examined that Law and Gospel may polish 
them clean again. We wash our robes in the blood of 
the Lamb, and marvel that the once-for-all sacrifice 
of Christ on the Cross still yields its sweet fragrance 
and beauty to our house of worship.  

 In all this, there is joy—even when Easter is 
not yet—for we can see the joy that is to be had.  

 But where is the joy in setting a banquet 
that will never be attended? Such labor would be in 
vain! Who in their right mind would scrub hard-
water stains from goblets and flatware, only to pick 
it all up again and toss it back into the dishwasher??? 

I Am So Glad When Lent Has Come 
 It happens! So many times those invited 
choose other events to attend that they feel are 
more to their liking. Perhaps it’s the company. Per-
haps it’s the anticipation of the menu offerings. 
Perhaps it’s just the idea of crowds. So there are 
empty chairs at empty tables. Food set out, left un-
eaten and thrown away. Those polished, spotless 
items tossed in bus tubs and hauled back to the 
dishwasher. Cut flowers unappreciated, sniffed only 
by busboys on their way to the dumpster. Let it not 
be so with us. Let us not place ANYTHING in this life 
above the feast of Lent/Easter that our Lord is even 
now preparing for us in His Word: 

 Paul tells the Corinthians (1 Cor. 15), “16If 
the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been 
raised either. 17And if Christ has not been raised, 
your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 
18Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ 
are lost. 19If only for this life we have hope in 
Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.”  

 Oh, the anticipation when the tables are so 
carefully set, the food so meticulously prepared, 
and the room so beautifully prepared. Those who 
set the feast can’t wait to see the faces of the 
guests! Our Lord in heaven invites us to His ban-
queting table. He covers us with His love. He Him-
self has prepared the fullness of the banquet from 
beginning to end; nothing is left wanting.  

 Please attend.  

 Please be fed with the joy of the seasons—
both of preparation and fulfillment. Please bring a 
guest to enjoy with you the rich food and drink of 
Word and Sacrament. Please come hungry, desiring 
of the gifts of the Lord. Please come expectant, 
longing for the time of your life.  

 The Feast is ready. Come to the Feast. 

14205 Ida Street   Omaha, Nebraska 68142 
Phone: 402-493-1744      FAX: 402-965-8706 

Rev. Thomas K. Schmitt, Pastor . . .  zionwest@msn.com 
Andrea Roettger, Director of Christian Ed. . . .  zionwestdce@msn.com 

Pat Huels, Administrative Assistant . . . zionwest2@msn.com 
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Flatte Platte Dispatch 
Alvina Crabmohr 
Contributing Editor 

  

 Dear readers,  

 Hello. My name is Alvina, and I‟ve 

been in Nebraska for over three months 

now, having moved from Lake Beauregard 

just before Thanksgiving. I thought I‟d 

use this space in your paper to share my 

impressions of your fair land, my memo-

ries of life up noort, and just some 

other odds and ends that flit and float 

through what remains of my mind.  

 First of all, it‟s good of you to 

have had a winter here just like the ones 

I left there, but really, you shouldn‟t 

have. Really. I‟m getting too old for 

this. It‟s different when you‟ve small 

fry to throw down a hill on the toboggan. 

The laughter does a body good and the ex-

ercise makes one sleep vell through the 

cold night. Doesn‟t hurt the kids any ei-

ther. Unless they hit the trees. But 

then, you should watch for such things 

before you send them down. My son Gustav 

was never quite the same after that to-

boggan noggin hit. 

 But anyway, I think I am going to 

like it here. Nebraskans are a friendly 

sort. One kind fellow helped me quite a 

bit when I went to hang my framed hardan-

ger. “Why are you throwing so many nails 

away?” he asked. “Why? Because they have 

the head on the wrong side!” I told him. 

He was so smart, he told me, “No, they 

don‟t. Those are the ones you use on the 

other side of the room.”  

 I am trying to return the favor. My 

nephew, one of Flatte Platte‟s football 

players asked me to help him study for 

his English test. I still know Norwegian 

better than English, but I said I‟d try.  

“Can you help me with this one? „Old Mac-

Donald had a blank.‟” “Farm.” I told him. 

He looked thoughtful for a second then 

asked, “How do you spell „farm‟?” This 

one I knew, so I helped him out:  

 E—I—E—I—O. 

 Yes, I think we‟re going to like it 

just fine here. Just like the sign says, 

“There aren‟t a lot of hills and there 

aren‟t a lot of thrills; The river may be 

muddy but you‟ll always find a buddy; So 

come and hang your hat in our town of 

Flatte Platte.”  

Quarantine 
Lenten Midweek Series 

 

 In his Manual on the Liturgy (Augsburg, 

1979), Philip Pfatteicher parenthetically comments 

that in the early centuries of the church, the 40-day 

period of penitential discipline before Easter was 

called quarantine, meaning "forty" (p. 306). Of 

course, our common use of the word refers to the 

need of isolating and treating people who have been 

infected with a highly communicable disease. There 

is no more widespread, inherited disease in our world 

than sin. It is the cause of death. As the Christian life 

remains the "feeble struggle," sinner and saint at the 

same time, Lent is a liturgical time for extended re-

pentance, faith and renewal toward holy living both 

for those who have been Christians for many years, 

as well as for those who are only now being formed 

and prepared for the new birth by water and the 

Word at the Easter Vigil. 

 The Quarantine of Lent is meant for renewal 

of faith and life and for the making of new Chris-

tians. It is for the diagnosis and treatment of sin. And 

though the reality is that we're never quite done with 

sin in this life, the point is that it need no longer be 

contagious. Rather, it is as new and renewed people 

of Christ that we become the bearers of the infection 

of holiness-salt and light in the world today. 

 - from The Quarantine of Lent   
 By Rev. Allen D. Lunneberg  Originally published in 

Lutheran Worship Notes,  Issue #34 (Fall 1996). 

 

February 17 
Ash Wednesday Service with  

Imposition of Ashes, Holy Communion 
 

February 24—Ten Commandments 
 

March 3—Apostles’ Creed 
 

March 10—Lord’s Prayer 
 

March 17—Holy Baptism 
 

March 24—Office of the Keys 
 

April 1—Sacrament of the Altar 
Maundy Thursday w/Communion 

 

April 2— Good Friday Services:  
Mid Day and Tenebrae (Shadows) 

 

April 3—Easter Vigil 
 

April 4—Festival of Easter 
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In Celebration of the Reformation 
Sharing the Good News of Jesus with 100 million peo-

ple worldwide by the year 2017 is the bold and inspiring 

vision of the Ablaze! movement, which was sparked by 

LCMS World Mission within The Lutheran Church— 

Missouri Synod and among its partners in North Amer-

ica and around the world. 2017 marks the 500th anni-

versary of the Reformation, which began as Martin Lu-

ther nailed his Ninety-Five Theses to the door of the 

Castle Church in Wittenberg. 

 

To support the Ablaze! goal of bringing the Gospel to 

100 million people, the 2004 Synod convention resolved 

to raise $100 million above the current LCMS World 

Mission budget. Called Fan into Flame, this effort re-

flects the urging of St. Paul to young Timothy to boldly 

use the gifts that God conferred on him: ―For this reason 

I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God which is 

in you through the laying on of my hands. For God did 

not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of 

love and of self discipline. So do not be ashamed to tes-

tify about our Lord‖ (2 Tim. 1:6-8). 

 

We are committed to touching the hearts and minds of 

people throughout the world by sharing with them the 

love of Christ. Through the power of God’s Spirit, we 

are also committed to fanning into an unstoppable flame 

the gift of faith in all those already in Christ’s flock, 

empowering all the baptized to share Christ’s love in 

word and deed. The Ablaze! movement encourages each 

baptized Lutheran to share the Good News of Jesus per-

sonally, prayerfully, and passionately with people eve-

rywhere. Fan into Flame provides financial support for 

programs, ministries, and capital projects to fulfill the 

vision of Ablaze! 

 

Rev. Dr. Orv Walz, Vice-President of the NE District 

and our brother in Christ here at Zion, will speak to the 

Ablaze/Fan into Flame effort on the last two weekends 

in February, enabling our members to be a part of this 

program.  

Thank You Notes 
 

Many thanks to all who enriched our Christmas 
worship services with special music: 

 

Rev. Stephen Bartelt, Marybeth Cohrs,  
Joy Curry, Laura Deardoff, Katie Elder, 

Sarah Lindau, Danielle Rayman, 
Ryan Smelser, Vicky Vandervort 

 

Thank you for sharing your wonderful talents 
with all of us!  

                                

~ Lynne Eifert, Organist ~ 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Lynne and Pat would like to thank Pastor 
Schmitt and the congregation for the beautiful 
Lutheran Study Bibles we received in recogni-
tion of our 10th and 5th anniversaries serving 
Zion.  Thank you also for the kind words and 
lovely certificates.  It has been a pleasure for 
both of us working with all of you these past 
years. 

~ Lynne Eifert, Pat Huels ~ 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

The Boy Scouts of Troop 412 would like to thank 
the congregation for their generous contribu-
tions for our pancake fundraiser that was held 
on Sunday, January 17th.  Because of your do-
nations, the Troop will be able to purchase 
much needed replacement camp supplies and 
fund campouts throughout the year.  
 

                              ~ Troop 412 ~ 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

On behalf of our family: Brian, Rachel, Court-
ney, Caden, Sadie and Austin and my mother, 
Patty, we want to send our very sincere appre-
ciation and thanks for your tremendous support 
emotionally, spiritually and financially after the 
fire at our home!!!  Thank you for all of your 
blessings—YOU have been a BLESSING to us!! 
 

~ Much love—Rachel & Brian Reiman and family ~ 
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Student Ministry  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Jan 31   Family Dinner & Game Nite 

Feb 14   Valentine Dinner 

March 12-13  Extreme Lock-In 

April 4   Easter Egg Hunt 

May 16   Rite of Confirmation 

June 6-10  Vacation Bible School 

July 17-21 National High School Youth Gathering 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Sunday, April 4 

9:30 AM 
 

Separate areas for different ages. 

Lock-In 
6th-12th Grade 

7 PM -7AM, March 12-13 

$20 
 

All youth and their friends are invited to a city wide 

Lutheran Lock-In at St. Mark Lutheran Church.  

Throughout the night we will have a Bible study, 

meet new friends, hear a great live band, watch a 

movie, play games, play broom hockey, go ice 

skating at Tranquility Ice Plex, 

and go bowling.  We will meet 

at Zion.   
 

To go you must turn in the per-

mission slip (located in high 

school room) & $20 by Wednes-

day, March 3. 
 

Adults are needed and loved, 

come for FREE! 

High School Youth Group 
Sundays, 6:30-8 PM 

Basement of Church 
 

All high school youth and their friends re invited to 

join us for Youth Group on Sunday nights from 

6:30-8 PM downstairs at 

the church. 
 

Youth Group is run and 

planned by the Youth.  

Watch the bulletin for more 

details. 
 

Join us tonight! 

Vacation Bible School 
Sunday, June 6 

Through 

Thursday, June 10 
evenings 

Family Dinner & Game Nite 
6-7:30 PM, Sunday Jan 31 

For Everyone! 
 

Everyone is invited for dinner and  

games.  We will gather in the fel-

lowship hall (basement).  Please 

bring a potluck item 

and a game to play with 

others. 
 

Please sign up at any of the entry 

doors. 

Valentine Dinner 
Sunday, Feb 14th 

 

Youth who are in the 6th 

– 12th grade are needed 

to help at Zion’s Annual 

Valentine’s Dinner on 

Sunday, February 14th.  

Help will be needed for 

serving, cooking, dishes, 

bussing tables, babysit-

ting, coat check, and pic-

ture taking. 
 

The Valentine Dinner is 

one of the two fundrais-

ing events the youth do 

to support themselves. 
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Easter Egg Candy Needed 
 

Donations of Easter candy are needed.  

Please bring all donations to the 

church office by March 28.  Please 

make sure the candy is not larger 

than an average egg (for example 

suckers are too large). 
 

Volunteers are also needed to fill 

eggs! 

CARD TABLES NEEDED 
February 14th 

 

The Youth need to borrow folding card 

tables for the Valentine Dinner. 
 

Those willing to loan out their tables 

for the day should drop them off by 

Sunday, February 14th by 11:30 AM. 

Registration Begins Soon 

 at Concordia Schools 
Experience the difference a Christ-centered education 

can make for your child at Concordia Lutheran Schools 

of Omaha!  Concordia Academy gives students in kin-

dergarten through 6th grade a firm Christian foundation.  

We also offer an engaging, hands-on science program, a 

technology-integrated curriculum, band, strings and ath-

letics.  For those entering 7th grade or higher, Concordia 

Jr/Sr High offers a strong Christian, college-prep educa-

tion.  Opportunities include advanced placement and 

dual-credit classes, comprehensive sports and music 

programs, a caring Christian environment and a strong 

academic focus. Registration for the 2010-2011 school 

year begins January 25.   Visit our website at 

www.concordiaomaha.org today or call 592-8005 to 

make your appointment for kindergarten visitation 

week, January 25-29. 

A Valentineôs Day Treat . . . 
 

Before you attend the Zion Valentine dinner, you are 

invited to an hour of music honoring the late Paul Manz.  

Manz was one of the foremost Lutheran organists and 

composers of the late 20th century. 
 

Zion’s choir is joining the choir of Pacific Hills Lu-

theran Church to do an hour’s program of Manz’s music 

at Pacific Hills (90th and Pacific) on February 14th at 

3:00 p.m.  Lynne Eifert and Pastor Steve Bartelt, along 

with Barbara Fremder from Pacific Hills will be per-

forming some of Manz’s organ works.  The combined 

choirs will sing five of his well-loved choral anthems.    

Pastor Steve Bartelt will conduct the combined choirs.  

There will be a free-will offering at the event. 
 

You will be done in plenty of time to get to the Valen-

tine’s dinner at Zion. 

Concordia moves to Centennial 
Conference  
By Steve Zehnder  
 
After seven years of competing in the Nebraska Frontier Con-

ference, Concordia High School will move next year to a 

new conference with larger schools and stiffer competition. 

Growing enrollment led Concordia to apply for membership 

in the Centennial Conference, made up of Christian parochial 

schools. The Centennial will grow to 12 members with the 

addition of the Mustangs in 2010-11. Centennial Conference 

schools voted Sept. 21 to admit Concordia to the league. 
  The Centennial Conference includes two divi-

sions. Concordia will be in the East Division along with Boys 

Town, Fremont Bergan, Council Bluffs St. Albert, Wahoo 

Neumann and Elkhorn Mt. Michael. The West Division in-

cludes Grand Island Central Catholic, Hastings St. Cecilia, 

Lincoln Lutheran, Lincoln Christian, Columbus Scotus and 

David City Aquinas. 
  Concordia will compete in the conference in volleyball, bas-

ketball, track and cross country, as well as one-act plays, 

speech, instrumental music and vocal music. Football is not a 

conference sport. 

Buy or Sell a Home,  

Get a Tuition Break! 
 

Buying or selling a home?  When you work with N.P. 

Dodge, you'll get a great real estate professional and 

you can earn money for tuition to Concordia Academy 

or Concordia Jr/Sr High School.  When doing business 

with Concordia student families, N.P. Dodge will do-

nate 20 percent of its side of the commission on a home 

sale to Concordia Lutheran Schools of Omaha.  The 

school will make half that amount eligible for tuition 

credit to the school family, whether they sell or buy a 

home with N.P. Dodge.  Extended family members can 

get the same discount for a Concordia student they des-

ignate.  You can use any N.P. Dodge agent for this pro-

gram, but you must call Dave Moody at N.P. Dodge at 

981-8834 to register, or if you have questions. You may 

visit with Sheri Sanchez if you have any questions about 

students who attend Concordia Academy or Concordia 

Jr/Sr High School, or ask Andrea if you would like a 

list. 
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Valentine Dinner 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2010 

Serving from 5 ~ 7 PM 
 

Ǆ Menu Ǆ 
Choice of: Chicken or Beef Tips 

   Rice or Red Potatoes or Mashed Potatoes 

 Dinners includes: salad, green beans, bread, 

dessert, and beverage 
 

Ǆ Location Ǆ 
  Zion Lutheran Church - Lakeview Room 
 

Ǆ Price Per Person Ǆ 
$15.00 (Advance) 

$18.00 (At the Door) 
 

Ǆ Services Available Ǆ 
Onsite Babysitting, Pictures, 

Valet Parking, Coat Check, Open ―Bar‖ 

 
This dining experience is hosted by ZIGGY 

(Zionôs Inspired Group of Godôs Youth) 
 

Tickets are available for sale before/after church and by phone 493-1744 
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 BOARD OF CHURCH PROPERTIES 

 

ROOM USAGE GUIDELINES: 
 We have a set of guidelines for using any rooms at 
  church for  personal activities.  You can contact 
  Pat Huels or a member of the board  for more  
 Information. 
 

LOG FOR BORROWED ITEMS: 
 The board felt the need to be able to track items 
 borrowed from the church and be sure these items 
 are returned.  Anyone wanting to borrow items for 
 personal use can contact Pat Huels in advance and 
 then fill out the log when items are picked up.  Pat 
 or one of the board members can answer ques- 
 tions you might have.  Thank you for your help. 
 

SNOW REMOVAL: 
 The board is looking for some people to help with 
 snow removal.  This would consist of the steps and 
 sidewalks around the church.  Please contact the 
 church office, 493-1744 or Rhea Larsen. 
 

Coffee and Donuts 
     On the bulletin board by the Lakeview Room there is 
a sign- up sheet for anyone who would like to serve cof-
fee and donuts after the 8:00 service. You could do it 
for an occasion such as an anniversary or birthday. 
     All it requires is to bring donuts, cookies, or anything 
tasty, make coffee (coffee and kool- aid already bought 
and in the cupboard), serve, and clean up. 
     Thank you to the Lydia Circle for providing these 
treats in December. 
     Time to start planning for our Lenten suppers.  Any 
boards, groups or families that would like to plan and 
serve a supper can sign up on a sheet that is on the bulle-
tin board by the Lakeview Room.  We will start with Ash 
Wednesday which is February 17. 

~Board of Fellowship~ 

INSTALLATIONðOFFICERS AND BOARDS 
 

New and carry-over officers and board members will be 

installed into their respective offices at all services Feb-

ruary 6 & 7.  Our thanks to all whose terms are closing 

and to all to whom their torches are passed. 

Special Worship TimesñLENT & EASTER 
 

Feb. 17, Ash Wednesday  4:30 & 7:00 PM 

Feb. 24, Midweek Service 4:30 & 7:00 PM 

Mar. 3, Midweek Service 4:30 & 7:00 PM 
Mar. 10, Midweek Service 4:30 & 7:00 PM 

Mar. 17, Midweek Service 4:30 & 7:00 PM 

Mar. 24, Midweek Service 4:30 & 7:00 PM 
Dinner served 5:15ñ7:00 PM (above dates) 

           
         April 1, Maundy Thursday          4:30 & 7:00 PM 

April 2, Good Friday  1:00 & 7:00 PM 

          April 3, Easter Vigil                           6:00 PM 
          April 4, Easter Sunday          8:00 , 10:30 AM 

2010 OFFERING ENVELOPES 
 

If you have not yet picked up your 2010 offering enve-

lopes, the Board of Stewardship encourages you to do 

so.  This will save postage and gas expense as those that 

are not picked up will need to be mailed or delivered.  

The envelopes are on the table in the narthex.  Thank 

you. 

Z ION ' S LUTHERAN  SCHOOLS SCHOLARSHIP   
 

Forms for Zion's scholarship to LCMS Lutheran 

Schools for the 2010 -2011 school year can now be 

found on Zion's website ( www.zionwest.org) under 

"Our School".   All forms must be returned in paper 

form to the church office  by April 1.   

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
 

Interested in heading up an area of Vacation Bible 

School?  VBS has many areas that need you, such 

as: crafts, the opening, music, games, Bible stories, 

Bible challenge, and much more.  See Andrea to 

see how you can help! 

Co- Ed Softball  
Interested in playing Co -Ed Softball?   Sign up on the 

bulletin board or see Andrea.   The cost is typically 

around $25 -40.  The season starts mid April and runs 

through mid August.   The games are night games; the 

night of the week is yet to be determined.   All games 

are played at Kelley fields.  

http://www.zionwest.org
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Lydia Circle News 
 

     On Nov.19th, nine members, Pastor and 2 guests, Pat Elson and Tina Grose were present. We opened with 
a "Litany of Praise" which was very appropriate for the Thanksgiving season. We finished with the hymn "From 
All That Dwells Below the Skies". 
     The secretary and treasurer reports were given.  
     Several ladies offered to help serve refreshments between services on December 13th. 
     Thinking of you cards were sent to Carol Scebold and Dom Pistillo. 
     Pastor led us in a very interesting Bible study from our Fall Quarterly, "Striking a Balance When you are 
Caught in the Middle". 
     We closed with the Lord's Prayer and a table prayer. Our hostess, Shirley Lang, served a delicious pumpkin 
dessert, candy, nuts and coffee. 
     December 17th was our annual Christmas party at 12 noon with a potluck lunch enjoyed by 9 members, 
Pastor, Pat and a guest, Tina Grose. Marybeth Cohrs and Aleta Neuhaus were our hostesses. Marybeth read 
"Gifts of the Twelve Days of Christmas". We played a couple games and of course there were prizes for those 
as well as two door prizes. We closed with a little story read by Aleta,  "I knew You Would Come". 
     We then had a short meeting. Kathy Rummel had informed us that 195 items of hats, gloves and scarves 
were delivered to Project Hope and Open Door Mission. 
     We welcomed Tina Grose as a new member, gave Pastor his Christmas gift and took a new group picture 
for the bulletin board. We then packed cookies for eight of our shut-ins of the congregation.  
     On Dec. 19th we served lunch at the funeral of Kate Dreessen. 
     We were told that an anonymous donor is giving 2 new sinks for the lower level kitchen. Thank you so 
much! 
     Cards were sent to Danielle Rayman for graduation, thinking of you to Laura Deardoff, Larry Klaus, Carole 
Thompson, Lola Buchholz, Bob Jensen, Jean Meade and Dom Pistillo, also a sympathy card to the family of 
Kate Dreessen. 
     Our January meeting will be the 28th at 1:30 in the Lakeview Room. Pastor will lead us in Bible study from 
the Winter Quarterly on page 23, "Behind-the-Scenes Women: Dorcas and Rahabò. Anyone is welcome to 
come and visit at any time. 
Aleta Neuhaus, Secretary   

 

Rebekah Circle News 
 

     Ten of our members and Pastor and Mary met on the very cold evening of December 15th for our an-
nual Christmas party and a very brief meeting.  Mary and Barb had decorated the Lakeview Room beauti-
fully.  They had also prepared a delicious meal of chicken casserole, leaf salad, and angel 
food cake dessert, nuts, mints and a choice of drinks.   
     After dinner we played a variety of Pictionary using images to give clues for the names of Christmas 
Songs; it was lots of fun.  Our members again brought toys to the party that we left unwrapped.  
Kathy will deliver them to Project Hope soon.  We also had brought a gift which we exchanged with 
another Rebekah member.  It was a very nice evening. 
     There will be no meeting in January, but the Lydia and Rebekah Circles will be serving the first Lenten 
meal on Ash Wednesday, February 17th.  We will be serving a variety of soups, chili, chicken noodle, 
cream of potato and cream of broccoli, along with all the fixings.  We'll start serving between services 
at 5:30, so we welcome everyone to come and enjoy a bowl of hot soup with us. Both circles always 
welcome visitors to our meetings. 
Carol Scebold, Secretary 
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  PROJECT HOPE 

 
     It has been a difficult winter so far for Project Hope. Because of all the snow and road conditions in their area, 
there have been days that Project Hope had to be closed. This also means that food collections were hampered. Yet 
because of the economy, more people are in need of help. 
     In March, Project Hope once again will participate in the Feinstein Challenge. Mr. Feinstein challenges food pan-
tries to collect as much food and money during the months of March & April as they possibly can. Mr. Feinstein then 
shares one million dollars of his own money with these food pantries on a percentage based on the food and money 
collected. Each food item donated is the equivalent of $1. Even a package of gelatin mix is the equivalent of $1. 
However, only food items count towards this challenge. Last year, Zion did an outstanding job by collecting over 
3,800 food items. Can we reach a goal of 4,000 this year? Deliveries to Project Hope will be made as often as 
needed during this Challenge. 
     The featured items for February are bean products, dried beans and packaged cookies. For March, the featured 
items are canned meats such as Spam, tuna, etc. and treats for Easter baskets. Please watch for these items to be 
on sale. Any and all nonperishable food items are always accepted at Project Hope and they are thankful for all do-

nations.  
Kathy Rummel     
Project Hope Coordinator 
 

 
PROJECT HOPE/OPEN DOOR MISSION TREE 

  
     The Project Hope/Open Door Mission Tree located in the narthex is still up and will be at least through February 
and, if weather dictates, possibly into March.  
     With this winter being so cold and snowy, both Project Hope and the Open Door Mission have been so thankful 
for Zion's donations of 150 items to each organization. Now is the time to find caps, mittens, gloves, and scarves on 
sale as stores are having clearances on their winter merchandise. Children, as well as adults, seem to lose gloves 
and mittens as well as caps, all the time. 
     Please consider purchasing one of these items (or more) and put it on the tree in the narthex. When the tree is 
sufficiently "decorated", deliveries are made.  
     It has been wonderful to see how fast the tree does become decorated and how beneficial this is to those that are 
in need.  
     Thank you for your help for this mission!!!  
The Lydia and Rebekah Circles 
 

 

 
CARD COUNTER  

 
     The Card Counter in the narthex is a project of the Rebekah Circle to help service the needs of Zion with Chris-
tian greeting cards. Cards are sold either individually or by the box at the most reasonable price we can offer.  
     Currently, Valentine's Day cards are available. In March, Easter cards will be available. As always, we continue to 
have an assortment of birthday, get well, sympathy, wedding, anniversary, new baby and children's cards available. 
Please feel free to stop by and browse anytime.  
     Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact Kathy Rummel. 
 

 
POP CAN TABS  

 

     We continue to collect pop can tabs for the Ronald McDonald House. All you need to do is remove the tabs from 
pop and/or beer cans and put them in a sandwich bag or other container and bring them to the Lakeview Room on 
the east counter. There is a little Ronald McDonald House there so you know where to put them.  
     This effort helps the Ronald McDonald House raise funds and it helps us get involved with recycling. And it costs 
us nothing! 
     Zion has now gone over the 30,000 mark since we have signed up for the "Thanks a Million Club". Perhaps, by 
the end of 2010 we can top 40,000?!  
 

 


