
  

 

The Zion Bell   
 April/May, 2010 

 

 As of today, there are still several piles of 
snow in our yard. This year’s snow has been the 
stuff of legends that we’ll tell our kids and grand-
kids, even though they won’t believe us. But we 
were THERE. We SAW it, and so we’ll TELL it. 
Whether they’ll believe or not believe, that’s up to 
them.  

 Today, it’s hard for me to imagine the snow 
up to my neighbor’s tree branches, now that they’re 
eight feet above the ground again. Was the snow 
really that high? Yes, it was. I saw it. For many days, 
I saw it. I never thought it would ever melt! Just 
when it would start to retreat a little bit, we’d get 
more! It WAS there, I’m tellin’ ya! 

 At Christ’s resurrection, the disciples had a 
similar story to tell. Jesus was dead. Doornail dead. 
They saw Him dead. The women washed and pre-
pared the dead body. No pulse. Cold. Dead. I’m tel-
lin’ ya, He was dead. But now He’s alive! See Him 
eating the fish on the beach! Put your fingers in His 
nail prints; your hands in His side; feel the warmth 
of His breath as He breathes on you ALIVE!  

 For those who lived through it in approx. 30 
AD, they could tell the story from their own mem-
ory. The images had to be seared into their memo-
ries as much as that pile of snow up to the 
neighbor’s tree is etched into mine. They told the 
story, whether their kids, grandkids, friends, or fel-
low citizens believed it or not. The resurrection 
happened, I’m tellin’ ya!  

 How cynical we’ve become when our first 
thoughts upon hearing such stories are “yeah, 
right.” Did you know the snow was SO DEEP on Ida 
street that a truck was stuck on a drift THREE FEET 
OFF THE ROAD? Yeah, right. Turn the page and 
you’ll see I AM NOT MAKING THIS UP. 

Finally, the Piles Are Melting 
 Today’s disciples hear the story, the Holy 
Spirit warms their hearts to accept it, and it be-
comes a part of their life every bit as much as their 
own personal experiences. The story takes on new 
dimensions every year as we celebrate again the 
story of Christ’s death and resurrection. The dark-
ness of the Good Friday service is etched into our 
memories. So too the brilliance, color and aroma of 
the Easter morning services, the fun of the egg 
hunt, and the best breakfast of the year. (And, for 

your pastor, the best Sunday afternoon nap of the 
year…) 

 How our hearts desire to share the story at 
that moment! But then we return to our daily grind 
and the urge passes. Who’d believe it anyway? “Just 
because you believe it doesn’t mean I have to be-
lieve it” has replaced “Christ is Risen! He is Risen 
Indeed!” as the Gospel of 21st Century America. 

 The ebbing history of Christ’s life among us 
nearly 2,000 years ago has hardened many people to 
the reality that Christ has died, Christ is risen, and 
Christ will come again. That which was as much a 
reality as 20-foot piles of snow in parking lots has 
now melted away into stories—tall tales to many 
ears—and the kids and grandkids don’t want to be-
lieve such nonsense anymore.  

 Pray, therefore, for the Holy Spirit to warm 
the hearts and minds of those outside the church to 
take to heart that which the church proclaims this 
Easter season. Pray that you would be bold in your 
personal witness, beginning with your presence in 
worship wherever you are Easter weekend. Pray that 
the story will never perish from the face of the 
earth. For the snow stories of 2010 are just tales 
that amaze. But the story of Christ—Crucified, Risen 
and Ascended—that’s the story that gives life ever-
lasting. I’m tellin’ ya!!! 

14205 Ida Street   Omaha, Nebraska 68142 
Phone: 402-493-1744      FAX: 402-965-8706 
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Pat Huels, Administrative Assistant . . . zionwest2@msn.com 
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Flatte Platte Dispatch 
Alvina Crabmohr 
Contributing Editor 

  

 Dear readers,  

 With all due respect, folks here in 

Nebraska could learn a little about how to 

handle snow from those who live with it 

every year up north.  

 For instance: One week we got 3 

inches of snow, and the man on the TV 

says, “Park your cars on the odd-numbered 

sides of the street so we can plow.” So I 

did.  

 The next week, we got 6 inches of 

snow, and the man on the TV said, “Park 

your cars on the even-numbered sides of 

the street so we can plow.” So I did.  

 The week after that, we got 10 and a 

half inches of snow. I didn’t even turn on 

the TV that time. I knew what to do. I did 

the same thing I did up north: I just left 

the dumb car in my garage! 

 Speaking of plows, my late husband 

Lars always told me that if I got caught 

out in a blizzard, just wait for a plow 

and follow it. I did that last month, and 

after about 15 minutes the driver of the 

plow stopped and came back to me. “Are you 

OK?” he asked.  

 I told him what my husband told me, 

but he said, “Suit yourself, but after I’m 

done with Piggly-Wiggly’s parking lot, I’m 

headed to K-Mart.” 

 In other news, My nephew Gilbert 

stayed with me for a time last week. While 

he was here, he thought he’d try out the 

ice fishing on the pond in the city park.  

But just as he started to drill his hole, 

he heard a voice from above saying, “There 

are no fish under the ice.”  

 He looked around and didn’t see any-

one, so he kept drilling. Again he heard a 

voice, “Sir! THERE ARE NO FISH UNDER THE 

ICE!”  

 “Is dat you, God” Gilbert said. 

 “No. I’m just the Skating Rink Su-

perintendent,” the voice said.  

 See? Different folks know different 

things, and if we just listen to one an-

other, we’ll all do better in the end.  

Just like the sign says, “There aren’t a 

lot of hills and there aren’t a lot of 

thrills; The river may be muddy but you’ll 

always find a buddy; So come and hang your 

hat in our town of Flatte Platte.”  

Dec. 25, 2009 
142nd and Ida 

 Sharing the Good News of Jesus with 100 mil-

lion people worldwide by the year 2017 is the bold and 

inspiring vision of the Ablaze! movement, which was 

sparked by LCMS World Mission within The Lutheran 

Church— Missouri Synod and among its partners in 

North America and around the world. 2017 marks the 

500th anniversary of the Reformation, which began as 

Martin Luther nailed his Ninety-Five Theses to the door 

of the Castle Church in Wittenberg. 

 To support the Ablaze! goal of bringing the 

Gospel to 100 million people, the 2004 Synod conven-

tion resolved to raise $100 million above the current 

LCMS World Mission budget. Called Fan into Flame, 

this effort reflects the urging of St. Paul to young Timo-

thy to boldly use the gifts that God conferred on him: 

“For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift 

of God which is in you through the laying on of my 

hands. For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a 

spirit of power, of love and of self discipline. So do not 

be ashamed to testify about our Lord” (2 Tim. 1:6-8). 

 To contribute to Fan into Flame, pick up a com-

mitment card and envelope at Zion, or use the form in-

cluded in this edition of The Bell. 
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Contribution Card— 
Fan into Flame 
Zion Lutheran Church 

14205 Ida, Omaha, NE 68142 

(402)493-1744 zionwest@msn.com 

 
Please make checks payable to: Fan into Flame 
 

 Contribution Amount: $ _____________ 
 

 Date: _____________________________ 
 

 Name: ____________________________ 

M
y
 g

if
t 

to
 A

b
la

z
e
! 

  $
 _

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

 

 D
a
te

: 
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

 
 Y
o
u
r 

g
if
ts

 a
re

 t
a
x
 d

e
d
u
c
ti
b
le

 t
o
 t

h
e
 e

x
te

n
t 

 
p
ro

v
id

e
d
 b

y
 l
a
w

. 

Continuing Contribution Card —Fan into Flame 
Zion Lutheran Church—14205 Ida, Omaha, NE 68142 

(402)493-1744 zionwest@msn.com 
 

Total Pledge:   $___________ 
Down Payment: $___________ 
Balance:   $___________ 
I plan periodic payments to be made 
  Monthly Quarterly Semi-Annually Annually 
 

Beginning (month/year) ____________ / _______ 
 

In the amount of $_____________ 
Please make checks out to Fan into Flame. Credit Card or Direct Debit Services are available; 
please contact the church office for forms and more information.  
 This is a statement of donor intent. This pledge is not legally binding. M
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For one-time donations to Fan into Flame, use this card.  
Make checks payable to “Fan into Flame” and keep the stub for your records.  

For continuing donations to Fan into Flame, use this card.  
Make checks payable to “Fan into Flame” and keep the stub for your records.  



4 

 

Student Ministry 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
April 1   Scholarship Forms Due 

April 4   Easter Egg Hunt 

April 25  Family Nite 

May 14   Confirmation Questioning 

May 16   Rite of Confirmation 

June 6-10  Vacation Bible School 

June 27   HS Tubing 

July 17-21 National High School Youth Gathering 

Aug 28   HS World’s of Fun 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Sunday, April 4 

9:30 AM 
 

Separate areas for different ages. 

Lutheran School 

Scholarships 
 

2010-2011 Scholarship 

forms for our Lutheran 

schools (elementary, junior 

high, high school & univer-

sity) are now available.  

They can be downloaded at 

Zion's website (or they will 

be available very soon), 

under "Our School". 

(www.zionwest.org).  They can also be found on 

the bulletin board on the main floor of the church. 
 

Please note this year that you could be eligible for 2 

separate scholarships.  All scholarship forms must 

be turned into the church office by April 1, 2010. 
 

For more information on our Lutheran schools 

please go to www.concordiaomaha.org or call 592-

8005 (K-6th grade) or 445-4000 (7-12th grade) 

High School Stuph 
 

All high school youth and their friends are invited 

to join us for Youth Group on Sunday nights from 

6:30-8 PM, downstairs of the church.  

(unless otherwise advertised) 
 

Youth Group is run and planned by the 

High School Youth.  Join us! 

 

April 4 - No Youth Group - Easter 

April 11 - Bowling (time & location 2 

 follow) 

April 18 - Movie & Video Game Nite 

April 25 - Family Nite (4-6 @ Saddle-

 brook Community Center) 

May 2 - Ice Skating (time & location 2 

            follow) 

May 9 - No Youth Group - Mother’s Day 

May 16 - No Youth Group - Confirmation 

May 21 - Scavenger Hunt—Fri. @ 4:30 

May 23 - Jell-o Games 

Vacation Bible School 
Sun, June 6 -Thurs, June 10 

6-8:30 PM (Dinner 5 PM) 

Family Nite 
4-6 PM, Sunday April 25 

Saddlebrook Community Center 

(14850 Laurel Ave) 

Everyone! 
 

You are invited to join the Board 

of Education for an afternoon of 

family fun.  They 

have rented out the 

gym at Saddle-

brook Community 

Center and have planned activities 

for all ages. 
 

Grab the fam and join us for some active fun! 

http://www.zionwest.org
http://www.concordiaomaha.org
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Vacation Bible School 

Registration 
 

June 6 -10, 2010 
 

Sunday - Thursday 
 

6:00-8:20 pm 
 

Dinner for the family @ 5 PM 
 

Classes for 3yr olds - 6th Graders 
 

Please complete one form for each child. 
 

Name:          

Grade completed (2009-2010): 3yr - PK ____ K: ____ 1st ____ 

          2nd ____ 3rd ____ 4th ____ 5th ____ 6th ____ 

Birthday _____ / _____ / _____ 

# to attend dinner: Sun ___ Mon ___ Tues ___ Wed ___ Thu ___ 

Address:           

City:  __________________  State:     Zip:      

Home Phone:      E-Mail:       

Alternate phone during VBS hours:       

Willing to volunteer at VBS:     Yes       No 

Food allergies or other medical concerns:    ______ 

     

    _______ 
 

You can also register: 

www.zionwest.org  

402-493-1744 

 

Vacation Bible School 
 

June 6 - 10, 2010  6:00 - 8:20 pm 
 

 Join the fun at “Planet Zoom”, where bold bee-lievers zip, zap, 

and zoom for Jesus. 

 Kids will grow in faith as they 

ZIP into Vacation Bible School and 

ZAP into God’s Word as they confess 

that they BEE-LIEVE in Jesus, our 

Savior, and then ZOOM out to share 

Jesus’ love in the world. 

 Each day at Planet Zoom, we’ll 

learn about Jesus, meet new friends, 

get to do fun activities, sing awesome 

songs, make crafts, play games, eat 

snacks, and more! 
 

Be imitators of God, as beloved children.  And walk in love, as 

Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us. 

Ephesians 5:1-2 
 

Things To Know! 
● For those 3 years old - 6th grade 

● Vacation Bible School is Sunday - Thursday night 

● Dinner for the family at 5 PM 

● To register please fill out and return form to Zion, online at 

www.zionwest.org, or call the church office at 493-1744 
 

Zion Lutheran Church 
14205 Ida Street, Omaha  

(144th and Ida Street) 
 

For more information 

Call 493-1744 or visit our website www.zionwest.org  
 

“Planet Zoom” is a ministry of Zion and is provided at no cost to the student. 

Free-will donations,  to help defray expenses, are accepted.  
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2010  Concordia 

Football Schedule  

        

Aug 27  Away Cedar Bluffs  7pm 

Sept 3  BYE 

Sept 10 Home Johnson-Brock 4pm 

Sept 17 Home Omaha Nation 4pm 

Sept 24 Home OCA   4pm 

Oct 1  Home Omaha St Peter 4pm 

Oct 8  Home Scribner-Snyder 4pm 

Oct 15  Away Lyons-Decatur 7pm 

Oct 22  Away West Point Catholic 7pm 

  

NOTE: JV TBA 

NOTE: OCA was a scheduled away game, 

          but they don't have a field. 
 

 

 

Concordia Students Place 2nd  

in State Speech 
 
Concordia High School seniors Nick Yaksich and 

Joe Hawk finished in 2nd place among 18 teams at 

the Nebraska State High School Speech competi-

tion in Class C-1 in the duet acting category.   

Nick and Joe performed and co-wrote their own 

script, “Confessions of a Facebook Addict,” after 

recognizing a need for a script with Christian val-

ues. Nick & Joe are seeking a publisher for their 

script. 

 

 
 

Concordia 7th Grade Boys  

win C-Club tournament in Seward 
 

Concordia’s 7th grade boys won three games in 

two days to be the Class “B” champions.  They won 

against Trinity-Fremont and Christ Lutheran-

Norfolk on Saturday February 27. The champion-

ship game was against Lincoln Lutheran on Sun-

day February 28th, which was played in the new 

Health, Human Performance and Athletic Center 

on the Concordia University-Seward campus.  The 

Concordia team consists of Ryan and Tyler San-

chez, Cameron Holtzen, Tommy Hansen, Bryan 

Moore, Devon Qualls, Christian Haack, Trevor 

Grimm, Sam Gedwillo, Luke Wilson and Sam Wil-

son. They finished the season at 10-2. 

 

Plant Sale 
To Support Lutheran Schools 

 

Pickup April 23-24 

At Concordia Jr.-Sr. High 
 

To order by April 12, see a Concordia 

Academy or Jr.-Sr. High student 

Or visit www.janetsjungle.com 

 

 

 

Registration Underway  

at Concordia Schools 
 

Experience the difference a Christ-centered edu-

cation can make for your child at Concordia Lu-

theran Schools of Omaha!  Concordia Academy 

gives students in kindergarten through 6th grade 

a firm Christian foundation and strong academ-

ics. Concordia Jr.-Sr. High offers outstanding 

Christ-centered, college-prep education.  Call 

592-8005 (elementary), 445-4000 (jr.-sr. high) 

or visit our website at www.concordiaomaha.org. 
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Preparations Moving Ahead at St. Mark, 

Concordia Academy’s Future Home 

 

Feb. 25, 2010, Omaha NE -- St. Mark Lutheran Church has been moving quickly over the past month to put the 

pieces in place to host Concordia Academy beginning in the fall of 2011.  

The congregation’s voting members have demonstrated overwhelming support in all decisions and activities that 

support the return of the school. St. Mark and Concordia Lutheran Schools officials have been assessing in detail 

the facilities needs for the elementary school’s new home. Concordia Board Member Roger Doehling, an archi-

tect, has met on a volunteer basis with school administrators, church staff and members of the congregation to 

discuss the long-term space needs of the church and school.  

 
Information from these discussions will help guide the design of the gym/multi-purpose facility, as well as reno-

vations to the existing education wing. The congregation plans to hire an architect early in March to move for-

ward with design work.   

 
When the design is substantially completed this spring, St. Mark and Concordia leaders will be able to finalize a 

long-term lease for the school. In the meantime, St. Mark and Concordia are working together under an agree-

ment that the congregation and school association board approved in January.  
“St. Mark is passionate about Christian education and is excited to strengthen our partnership with Concordia 

Schools,” said Rev. James Irwin, senior pastor of St. Mark. “It’s amazing to see how God continues to open the 

doors, enabling us to move forward together in creating a wonderful Christ-centered learning environment for 

Concordia Academy.”  

 
Rev. Jim Rasmussen, chief executive officer of Concordia schools, said it has been exciting to see God’s people 

at St. Mark moving forward in faith toward a new era of partnership with the school. “We are working together to 

prepare a great home for our school,” he said. “We look forward, not only to an excellent facility, but to a long-

term home with a partner in St. Mark that is so closely aligned with us in mission.”  

 
For the 2010-11 school year, Concordia Academy will remain in its current space in the Westside Community 

Center, 108th and Grover Streets. The school is scheduled to move into its new home at St. Mark, near 90th and 

Blondo Streets, before the start of the 2011-12 school year. Concordia Academy serves 178 students from kinder-

garten through sixth grade. It is operated by Concordia Lutheran Schools of Omaha, an association of churches 

affiliated with the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. St. Mark is one of 16 congregations in the associa-

tion. Concordia Schools also includes Concordia Jr.-Sr. High School at 156th and Fort Streets.  

 
Bringing the elementary school to St. Mark is a homecoming. St. Mark hosted Bread of Life Lutheran School 

from 1999 until 2007 , the year Bread of Life was combined with Abundant Life Lutheran School to save operat-

ing costs. The combined school was renamed Concordia Academy and was located at the Westside facility, 

which had housed Abundant Life before the combination. But Concordia and St. Mark continued a strong part-

nership and left the door open for the potential return of a school to the congregation one day. With the Westside 

lease due to end after the 2010-11 school year, talks began in earnest last fall to bring the school to St. Mark. 
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Coffee and Donuts 
 

     On the bulletin board by the Lakeview Room there is 
a sign-up sheet for anyone who would like to serve cof-
fee and donuts after the 8:00 service. You could do it 
for an occasion such as an anniversary or birthday. 
     All it requires is to bring donuts, cookies, or anything 
tasty, make coffee (coffee and kool-aid already bought 
and in the cupboard), serve, and clean up. 
     Thank you to the Board of Elders, Board of Youth, 
Mitch and Colleen Johnson, Ruth Pruess, Suzy Allen and 
Sandy Wehrbein for providing these treats in February 
and March. 

~Board of Fellowship~ 

Holy Week  

 Special Worship Times 
           

April 1, Maundy Thursday         4:30 & 7:00 PM 

April 2, Good Friday           1:00 & 7:00 PM 

April 3, Easter Vigil                               6:00 PM 

April 4, Easter Sunday          8:00 & 10:30 AM 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

Interested in helping with Vacation Bible School?  

VBS has many areas that need you, such as: games, 

Bible stories, Bible challenge, bee-herding and 

much more.  See volunteer board in narthex to see 

how you can help! 

EASTER BREAKFAST 
 

Easter breakfast will be served beginning at 9:00.  There 

will be potatoes, eggs, sausage, bacon, ham, pancakes, 

biscuits and gravy, and fruit.  Come and enjoy! 

SPRING BIBLE SALE 
Did you miss out on the first discounted of-
ferings of the new Lutheran Study Bible? 

Another sale is underway. Save $15.00 off 
the list price of several editions, plus take 

advantage of sale prices on other items 
such as Bible covers or journals designed 

for your devotional use of the LSB. 

VOTERS’ ASSEMBLY 

Sunday, April 11, 11:30 AM 

On the docket: Consideration of a feasibility study 
for a pre-school at Zion; exciting information from 
our Boards regarding present ministry action; and 
a countdown to our final event of “New Beginnings 
in Christ” in June 2010 and a lead up to our 125th 
Anniversary Celebration in 2011. 

MAGIC AGE 
Magic Age will gather for potluck and card games 

on the first Tuesday of each month at noon.  If you 

have never attended Magic Age, come and see what 

you have been missing.  Bring a friend.  If you have 

a favorite card or board game you'd like to 

play, bring that too! 

 

  

BOARD OF CHURCH PROPERTIES 
 

The Board of Church Properties is planning 
a clean-up day for the church property on 
Saturday, April 24 from 9:00τ11:00 AM.  
We plan to address flower beds, roses, 
trimming bushes, putting lime on area of 
old pine tree, and any other items that will 
help dress up the church after a long harsh 
winter.  Any help you can provide will be 
greatly appreciated. 

AUTOMATIC OFFERING DEPOSITS 
 

 Many of us pay bills online these days. 

Have you thought of sending your tithes and offer-

ings to the church in the same fashion? A number 

of your fellow members and your pastor now have 

EFT’s and other direct payment options set up.  
 

 Those who have used the systems appreci-

ate the convenience and regularity of the arrange-

ment. Especially during the busy summer months, 

it also helps the congregation to pay its liabilities 

on a timely basis.  
 

 Should you like to set up such a payment 

option, call Pat at the church office for more infor-

mation. 
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Rebekah Circle News 

 
     Nine members and Pastor Schmitt met in the Lakeview Room on the 23rd of February. Marlys presided over the 
meeting in Judy's absence.  Pastor led the Bible study from the Quarterly which was called “Relationships 101: Com-
fort and Compassion”.  There was an interesting discussion. 
     The minutes and treasurers report were both given and approved.  Marlys reported on the Ash Wednesday meal 
that both circles served. The free will offering will be divided with the Lydia Circle. 
     Marlys and Barb both reported on many greeting cards which were sent in the last couple of months.  Marlys also 
read several pieces of correspondence which included thank you notes and some newsletters.  Kathy reported the 
latest information on Project Hope and also the latest count of pop tabs which she delivers to the Ronald McDonald 
House.  She also said she'd be sending in another order for cards to replenish the supply in the card counter in the 
narthex. 
     Marlys informed us that the LWML Spring Workshop will be at Zion on April 18th and our Circles will host the 
event.  She also reviewed the program for 2010 and members approved it with only some hostess changes.  The 
meeting closed with the Lord's Prayer and then Donna served a delicious dessert and drinks. 
 
Secretary, Carol Scebold 

 
 

Lydia Circle News 
 

     To begin the New Year, ten members and Pastor were present for our Jan. 28
th
 meeting. 

     Thank you notes were received from those we sent gifts to at the end of 2009. The new 2010 program books 
were handed out. Our circle will help the Rebekah circle serve a soup supper for Ash Wednesday on February 17

th
. 

     The by-laws and constitution were discussed and then tabled until our President can discuss them with Judy 
Treadway, President of the Rebekah Circle. 
     Elaine did a good job explaining what the LWML is all about. Tina Grose our new member was not familiar with 
the LWML.  We are all encouraged to read the LWML Quarterly and Leaguer. 
     Our Circle made donations to Project Hope, Open Door Mission, Lutheran Family Service Haiti (through Lutheran 
World Relief). 
     Shirley Lang reported that the new sinks for the lower level kitchen have been ordered. 
     We closed with the Lord’s Prayer and the table prayer and Rudy Murchie served dessert, nuts, candy and coffee 
for refreshments. 
     The February 25th meeting was attended by 7 members and Pastor. We were happy to welcome a new member, 
Toni Luethge. 
     Sympathy cards were sent to Rick & Karen Smelser, Terry and Violet Christensen, Bob and Janet Perchal, Bill 
and Joy Curry, Janet Markmann, Doug and Sandra Kander and Clarence Schneider. 
     Elaine distributed Project Hope’s listing of their monthly needs for 2010. Curves is again participating in the Fein-
stein Challenge during March and April and will be challenging Zion to match contributions.  
     On Ash Wed. the Circles served 130 individuals for the soup supper. The new sinks have been installed in the 
lower level kitchen. Many thanks to the donor, they are a BIG improvement! 
     Both Circles will be hosting the Omaha West Tri-Zone LWML Spring Workshop on April 18

th
. 

     Pastor led us in Bible Study "Relationship 101: Comfort and Compassion" from our Winter Quarterly. We receive 
comfort through God’s word and by sharing this with others we are making them aware of His love and compassion. 
     We closed with the Lord’s Prayer and the table prayer, hostess Eunice Neuhaus served dessert, candy, nuts and 
coffee. 
     Our March meeting is the 25

th
 at 1:30 p.m., the program is Bible Trivia. Won’t you consider coming to visit? 

 
Aleta Neuhaus, Secretary 
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  PROJECT HOPE 

 

       It is a busy time, in many ways for Project Hope at this time of the year. They are in the middle of the Feinstein Challenge 
where they have the opportunity to get a share of $1,000,000 donated by Mr. Feinstein to many food pantries across the country. 
The challenge is that the more donations that Project Hope receives, the greater the share of Mr. Feinstein's money they will be 
awarded. Every food item is counted as the equivalent of a dollar and monetary donations are also included dollar for dollar.   
       Zion is also being challenged by Curves to see who donates the most food in pounds to Project Hope. Curves stops their 
collecting at the end of March; Zion will collect through the end of April. So even if Curves is ahead in the weight count to date, 
Zion will have the chance to catch up and pass that goal. Furthermore, would you like to see Pastor give a service wearing a Min-
nesota Viking shirt if Zion wins? Just bring in your donations and be sure to put them on the Zion table or in the Project Hope cart. 
For those that would like to make a monetary donation, we have tried to keep this as simple as possible. There is a Project Hope 
donation box with envelopes so labeled on the table near the coat room. This box is checked frequently and donations taken di-
rectly to Project Hope.  
       A poster on the table in the narthex has the latest postings as of every Friday. There you will see the Curves weight to date, 
Zion's weight to date and the total food items donated to Project Hope for the Feinstein Challenge. Last year Zion donated over 
3800 food items. We hope to surpass that this year.   
       I have been questioned as to what is given to the clients of Project Hope in their bag of food. The following is a listing of the 
items they always need: 
 

            1 package cereal                                        1 can pork & beans 

            2 cans chicken or tuna                                2 cans soup or Ramen noodles 

            1 elbow macaroni                                        2 packages macaroni & cheese 

            2 cans or packages fruit                              1 sleeve of  crackers 

            1 jar peanut butter                                       1 bag of popcorn 

            4 cans vegetables                                       1 package of cookies 

            1 can tomato sauce (or pasta sauce) 
 

       A bag of the above items is given to feed two people. If a family is larger, an additional bag is given for every additional 2 
family members.  Additional items are also given based on supply as well as health and hygiene items.  
       To date (March 20) we have collected 1800 food items for the Feinstein Challenge. Yes this also includes one donation from 
Curves so far. Thank you to all who are supporting this mission and the great response we have had. 
 

Kathy Rummel, 
Project Hope Food Coordinator 
 

 

PROJECT HOPE/OPEN DOOR MISSION TREE 
  

      Zion, what a tremendous job you did in keeping the homeless and those less fortunate with all the warm gloves, mittens, caps 
and scarves that were donated by decorating the tree in the narthex. Nearly 400 items were collected and then shared by both of 
these agencies. Each delivery they were so happy to receive, especially with the cold, snowy winter we had.   
       For those that knit or crochet, you may want to start working on a cap or two for the tree that will once again be up in Novem-
ber. We do have some ladies who have and are doing that now.  
       Again, thank you for your generosity in helping these people keep warm this winter. 
 

CARD COUNTER  
 

       Now available at the card counter in the narthex is a selection of Easter cards as well as Confirmation cards and a few Con-
firmation napkins. The Confirmation cards are available either individually or at a very reasonable price by the box. After Easter 
we will have a selection of Mother's Day cards also.  
 

 

POP CAN TABS  
 

     Just a quick update that at the end of March we have collected and delivered 40,000 pop can tabs for the Ronald McDonald 

House. A goal was set to collect this many by June. Perhaps we can attain a goal of 50,000 by June!? Just bring your pop can 
tabs to church and put them on the east counter by the small Ronald McDonald House in the Lakeview Room. Remember our 
ultimate goal is to someday reach a million!!! 
 

 

ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN 
 

The Orphan Grain Train has indicated that they have a dire need for summer weight children's clothing. As you go through your 
children's clothing, won't you consider donating any outgrown item in good wearable condition?  Or maybe you would like to pur-
chase a piece of summer clothing for any age, boy or girl. There is a bin in the narthex located under the table with the cross on 
for your donations. A delivery in mid to late May is the goal so it can be shipped where needed for the summer. 


