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 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of 

God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, 

holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of 

worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of 

this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 

God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will. ï

Romans 12:1-2 

 It happens all the time that people misspell the 

word ñConfirmationò as ñConformation.ò In a way, I 

can see why. After all, weôre asking them to conform 

their lives to the Law, to conform to a way of God-

serving-us worship that is by nature foreign to our we-

must-serve-God instincts, and so on. But whatôs going 

on Sunday, April 29 at the 10:30 service is a Con-

FIRM-ation. Itôs confirming the promises God made at 

the personôs Baptism that forgiveness of sins, life, and 

salvation are held out to that person, and s/he receives 

them through Spirit-given faith.  

 A quick cruise through the Scripture shows that 

whenever ñconformingò occurs, it is to the ways of the 

world, and that whenever ñconfirmingò occurs it is gen-

erally the Lordôs work in relation to His covenant with 

His people. This confirming of Godôs covenant of love 

happens throughout the Old Testament and is ultimately 

confirmed in our Lord Jesus Christ: Christ has become 

a servant of the Jews on behalf of God's truth, to con-

firm the promises made to the patriarchs so that the 

Gentiles may glorify God for his mercy. ïRomans 15:8 

 So once again, we need to ask ourselves at this 

upcoming Confirmation ceremony, ñWhoôs running the 

verbs?ò This helps us to differentiate between acts of the 

Law (what we are commanded to do and forbidden from 

doing) and acts of the Gospel (gracious acts from God 

on our behalf). While the Lutheran Church rightly views 

the Rite of Confirmation as something other than a Sac-

rament, is it an instrument of the Gospel? Letôs see. 

 From the Catechism: ñWhat is Confirmation?ò    

Conformation or Confirmation??? 
     Confirmation is: A. Instruction in the Christian life. 

Note the verse beginning this letter. OUR active-voiced 

actions that are forbidden are conforming ourselves to 

the world. The passive-voiced action that allows this to 

happen is we are to ñBE transformed by the renewing of 

[our minds].ò Remember that long, long explanation of 

the third article of the creed? ñI believe that I cannot 

by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus 

Christ, my Lord, or come to Himé?ò Thatôs Gospel 

action at work in us! 

 B. An opportunity to make a public profession 

of faith. [Jesus asked,] "Who do you say I am?" Simon 

Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the 

living God." Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon 

son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, 

but by my Father in heaven.ò -Matthew 16:15-17 

Whoôs running the show behind Peterôs Confession? 

The same one whoôs behind the profession of faith our 

confirmands will make on Sunday: Our Lord. 

 C. A public rite to make a lifelong pledge of 

fidelity. OK, youôve got me here. The actual rite with 

the robes, flowers, and pictures for the wall is a custom 

of the church, neither commanded nor forbidden by the 

Lord. However, the public confessions made within this 

rite are not without witness or promise in the Scriptures:  

"Whoever confesses me before men, I will also confess 

him before my Father in heaven. But whoever denies 

me before men, I will deny him before my Father in 

heaven. -Matthew 10:32-33 

 So then, on Sunday, whoôs at work? The kids 

making promises? Or the Father confirming His prom-

ises? Like always, it is the Lord at work. We pray that 

He will continue to work mightily in the lives of our 

confirmation students this year! In addition, let us re-

member Godôs promise to us, and reconfirm those 

promises so that we no longer CONFORM to the world, 

but CONFIRM Godôs Gospel-centered work in us! 
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Pastor Schmittôs  

Top Ten List 
 

  

 Concordia University Wisconsinôs Alleluia 

Ringers are coming to Zion on May 16 at 7:30 PM to 

give a concert of both Sacred and secular music, 

both written for handbells and transcribed from or-

chestral work. These ringers are amazing in what 

theyôre able to do with bells. I once went on such a 

tour with a handbell choir that was an attachment to 

much better concert vocal choir. Still, it was a lot of 

fun, even with the long bus rides! It was on these 

rides that I learned the Top Ten Signs Youôve Spent 

Too Much Time On A Bus With The Same People: 

10. You will never be able to name any of your chil-

dren with any of your fellow choir memberôs names 

for fear theyôll turn out the same way.  

9. People ask your name on tour, and your reply is 

ñ12C.ò 

8. Even though there are 55 people on tour, and 

every one of them has a black rolling suitcase, you 

can still instantly match up every one with its 

proper owner at sight.  

7. Youôre hoping it will be at least several years 

before you have to eat fast food again.  

6. Your roommateôs clever jokes from the first 

night that kept you up laughing half the night? 

Theyôre tonightôs top ten reasons to wish you were 

deaf.  

5. Youôve used the bus restroom so many times, not 

only CAN you use it in the dark, you PREFER to 

do so, so as not to see its present condition. 

4. The hair on the back of your head is perma-

nently flattened. Hair dryers, mousse, etc. are no 

help.  (Ever wonder why tour groups always perform 

facing you and NEVER turn around???) 

3. Itôs a good thing you can literally play your parts 

in your dreamsðsometimes youôre so tired while 

playing youôre not sure whether youôre awake or 

not. 

2. You start throwing your bells at the director.   

(OK, itôs not always a sign youôve been on tour too 

long. Sometimes itôs just what you do. Right, Mary?)  

And the number one sign youôve been on a bus tour 

too long: 

1. You start to LIKE the smell of bus exhaust! 

Confirmation  

Sunday, April 29  

10:30 Service  
 

This yearôs confirmation students will be:  

Kelsie Bridgeford,  
Taylor Brunmeier,  

Eric Curry,  

Jasmine Dorau,  
Tori Klaus,  

Jasmyn Krueger,  
Andrew Price,  

Nick Sedlacek,  
 Ryan Smelser,  

and Ben Wichelt  

Their questioning will be Friday, April 

27 at 7:00 PM in the Lakeview Room. All Eld-

ers, parents, family and friends are welcome to 

attend. Refreshments will be served. 

Special Concert!! 
On Wednesday, May 16, at 7:30 

PM, The Alleluia Ringers from 

Concordia University Wiscon-

sin under the direction of Dr. 

John Behnke will perform 

HERE at Zion Lutheran Church, 144th and 

Ida in Omaha. This select 13-member ensem-

ble will perform arrangements of hymns and 

spirituals, transcriptions of orchestral works, 

and original works for handbells and hand-

chimes. The Alleluia Ringers have performed 

throughout the United States, Germany, 

Scandinavia, and Latvia. A freewill offering 

will be received. Don't miss seeing these in-

credible musicians! 
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Student Ministry  

Upcoming Events  
 

May 20   Capture the Flag  6-12 grade  
 

June 10 -14   Vacation Bible School  
 

June 16   Bennington Daze Parade  
 

June 22 -23   Float Trip -Families   

Capture the Flag & Pizza 
6th - 12th Graders 

Sunday, May 20 

4:30-6 PM 

Standing Bear Lake 
 

Join us for an afternoon of 

Capture the Flag at Stand-

ing Bear Lake.  Free pizza 

and pop will be available 

to all participants.  Bring 

friends. 
 

We will be meeting at the pavilion which is located 

off the entrance closest to 131 and Military. 

 

In order to have enough pizza, please RSVP by 

Noon of that day. 

Vacation Bible School  
Sun, June 10 - Thurs, June 14  

6- 8:30 PM  
Dinner starting at 5 PM  

Join a Small Group! 

Sunday Night Bible Study 
Sundays, 6:30-7:30 PM 

Upper MPR Room 
 

Join Buck Wehrbein as his small 

group studies the book of James. 

Young Adults Bible Study 
Sunday, Date: TBA 

Time: TBA  
 

The Young Adults (18-39ish) 

meet on Sunday nights and are 

currently studying the book of 

Proverbs.  Newcomers are al-

ways invited.  Watch bulletin for 

date and time. Coffee and Goodies 
     On the bulletin board by the Lakeview Room there is a 
sign up sheet for anyone who would like to serve coffee 
and donuts after the 8:00 service on Sundays.  You could 
do it for an occasion such as an anniversary or birthday.  
     All it requires is to bring donuts, cookies or anything 
delicious, make the coffee (coffee and kool- aid already 
bought and in the cupboard), serve, and clean up. 
     Thank you to Eunice Muller, Rebekah Circle, and 
Flavio and Sheri Sanchez for providing these treats for the 
month of April.   

~Board of Fellowship~ 

JUNE & JULY NEWSLETTER  
 
The June and July issues of the Bell will be com-
bined next month.  Please keep this in mind as you 
submit articles for the next newsletter.  

NEW HISPANIC MINISTRY  
The new Hispanic Ministry located out of Cross Lutheran 

is well under way.  They need a contact person from each 

of the churches.  They would like this person to attend 

their meetings, but if this is not possible,  an email or an 

address to which they could send the minutes would work 

too.  In this way each church could be kept abreast of 

what is happening.  If you would like to be the contact 

person for Zion, please call the church office. 


