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Beginning with Moses and all the Prophets,
[Jesus] explained to them what was said in all the
Scriptures concerning himself. As they ap-
proached the village to which they were going,
Jesus acted as if he were going farther. But they
urged him strongly, "Stay with us, for it is nearly
evening; the day is almost over." So he went in to
stay with them.

When he was at the table with them, he
took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to
give it to them. Then their eyes were opened and
they recognized him. -Luke 24:27-32

What’s your favorite Collect?

Occupational hazard here—saying each of
the collects three times or more a week, | begin to
know them by heart. My favorite reads:

“Lord God, You have called Your ser-
vants to ventures of which we cannot see
the ending, by paths as yet untrodden,
through perils unknown. Give us faith to
go out with good courage, not knowing
where we go but only that Your hand is
leading us and Your love supporting us;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.”

from Evening Prayer, LW page 262

I have found myself saying this one a lot this past
year at church meetings as well as in my personal
life. And while anecdotal evidence will point to the
fact that yes, the Lord was indeed in control, the
proof of His presence rests not in that things in
question are turning out all right, but that God’s
Word is sure.

This past year at Zion, we have embarked on
a MAJOR capital fund drive. At our last meeting, we

Blessed in the Journey

were told that if we got 40% of our pledged contri-
butions given in the first year, that was pretty much
the best that we could expect. As of today, we sit at
over 45% of collected pledges. Is this proof that God
is blessing our journey? Yes, but it is not the best
proof.

Our membership continues to grow; our kids’
programs continue to rock; Bible Class attendance is
better than in the past; and we have hosted a na-
tionally acclaimed handbell choir with great reviews
not only on how well they did, but how well this
“little country church” (in the eyes of many long-
time Omabha residents) hosted the event. Are these—
individually or taken together—proof that God is
blessing our journey? Yes, but they are not the best
proof.

The best proof that God is blessing our jour-
ney is that He is present in His Word and Sacrament.
As Jesus explained the Word to the disciples on the
way to Emmaus, their hearts burned within them.
They knew and were thrilled that they were hearing
the truth. As Jesus broke the bread, their eyes were
opened and they recognized Him. Jesus making Him-
self known, felt, and recognized in Word and Sacra-
ment. It happens not only on the way to Emmaus,
but right here at Zion. This is the best proof that we
are blessed in our journey.

So even if it isn’t your habit to memorize all
the collects in the hymnal, (and | would be sur-
prised if it is) | would encourage you to memorize
this one and use it often. It has been of help to me
this past year through many difficulties, and | pray
that whatever this year brings for you, the presence
of the Lord and His attendant blessing in Word and
Sacrament would be your prime source of comfort
and joy.
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2 Pastor Schmitt’s
i Top Ten List
|
i

Confirmation is coming up the first Sunday in
-May. Seeing these eager young men and women pre-

! pare to reaffirm their baptismal promises fills my heart

I with joy and my brain with the Top Ten confirmation
! Class Questions and Answers:

: 10. Who was Pontius Pilate?
Wasn’t he on Jesus’ “Flight to Egypt?”
Who broke the tablets on Mount Sinai?
! Don’t look at me; I wasn’t even there!
Who was Joan of Ark?
i Noah'’s wife.
What'’s the Golden Rule?
The Metric System.
6. What’s the sixth commandment?
! You shall not admit adultery.
I What'’s special about unleavened bread?
[ It’s made with no ingredients.
How many wives did Solomon have?
i 300, and 700 porcupines.

Canada.
I2. Is there a proof text that Jesus taught confirmation?
| Yes, John 11:35: Jesus wept.
1. What should be our class hymn at confirmation?

i “The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done.”
|
| this year, with some welcome additions of boys from
| Bennington rounding out what would have ended up
| an all-girl class. We’re glad to have them all together,

| and pray God’s blessings on their further walk with
- Christ:

Alexis Allen
Colton Bourg
Hayley Carlsen
Ryan Christianson
Beau Kinser

Ryan Price
Courtney Reiman
Kayla Timm

!

!

!

!

!

l :

i Myranda Lewis
|

!

!

: Logan Wright
i

3. What was the name of the Hebrews’ promised land? |

Just kidding here. We have another good class
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VOTERS’ MEETING ~ April 13, 2008
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xx Please plan to attend the next quarterly Voters’
gAssembly on April 13 immediately following the
310:30 worship service.  Lunch will be served.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

New members will be accepted mto Zion’s mem-
bership at the 10:30 service on April 20. There
will be a Potluck reception immediately following
the service. Last names beginning A to H please
bring side dishes and/or salads. Last names | to P
please bring desserts. Last names Q to Z please
bring a main dish. Come and welcome our new
members.
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Coffee and Goodies

On the bulletin board by the Lakeview Room
there is a sign-up sheet for anyone who would
like to serve coffee and donuts after the 8:00 ser-
vice on Sundays. You could do it for an occa-
sion such as an anniversary or birthday.

All it requires is to bring donuts, cookies or
anything delicious, make the coffee (coffee and
kool-aid already bought and in the cupboard),
serve, and clean up.

Thank you to the Boy Scouts, Board of Eld-
ers, Mitch and Colleen Johnson and Board of

Discipleship for providing these
treats for February
@ and March.

~Board of Fellow-




Student Ministry Events

April’s Event May’s Event
Game & Pizza Night Road Rally
6th-12th Grade 9th - 12th Grade
Sunday, April 6th Friday, May 2nd
5-7 PM 4:30 - 7 PM

All 6th - 12th grade youth and
their friends are invited to an
evening of games (sardines,
capture the flag, and life sized

Zion’s High School 3rd annual city wide scavenger
hunt.

Here’s what you need to know:

video games) and pizza. We leave the churgh parking lot at 4:30 PM.
All cars are driven by
The cost is FREE! adults.
. You will get dinner.
Please sign up by noon on It’s free.
Sunday, April 6th. Sign up And you find fun stuff.
sheet located in the High
School room. Join us! It will be a blast!
NEEDED! YOUTH WILLING TO BRING THEIR Sign up in the High School
GAMING SYSTEMS & GAMES TO CHURCH. IF room by Wednesday, April
WILLING, PLEASE SIGN UP IN THE YOUTH ROOM. 30th.

Sunday School Children to Make a Joyful Noise

The Sunday School children (Preschool through 6™ grade) will be singing for
the last time this season at the beginning of the 10:30 service on April 27th.
Please have your children attend Sunday School openings (9:15) so that they
will be prepared to sing in church. Parents are always welcome to come.

Thank you for your participation. It has been a joy working with your chil-
dren.

Vacation Bible School UPCOMING EVENTS
June 8 -12 _ _ _
6-8:20 PM April 6 Pizza/Game Night

April 27 Sunday School kids sing

< May 2 Scavenger Hunt
I l June 8-12 Vacation Bible School
Gairs July 27-31  Servant Event (Idaho)
our
rever
3 RE&nend




VBS Volunteers needed!

Vacation Bible School is fast approaching (June 8-
12). And volunteers are needed in many areas.

Don’t wait. Contact Andrea at
493-1744 or zionwest-
dce@msn.com to volunteer.
You can even sign up to volun-
teer through the Zion’s website
v L www.zionwest.org.

Pick Up Summer Softball
Sundays, 6 PM
Field south of Pastor’s yard

§ May 18 June 22
% 3 July20  August 17
25 FREE!

r

All are invited to participate in Zion’s first ever
pick up softball series. All games will be played
here at Zion (in the grass field south of Pastor’s
house).

Rules:

1. Come and have fun, even if you have no idea
what you are doing.

2. 'You must be in high school or older to play (or

believe that you can keep up with the “big”

kids).

Teams will be decided when you arrive.

You don’t have to play in all 4 games. Play in

1 or play all 4.

5. No extra bases will be awarded to those that
break windows.

6. Being that there will be no “umpires”, majority

rules.

Games are 1 hour long.

Games will be called off only due to lightening.

Sign up for each date on the bulletin board in

the hallway.

10. I’m sure there are other
rules, and Andrea Roett-
ger has the right to make
them up as she sees fit.
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MAGIC AGES

After a long winter recess, Magic Ages will begin
meeting again on April 1 at 12 noon with a pot-
luck dinner followed by playing cards until about

3 PM. Chicken will be furnished so
just bring a vegeta- . ble, salad or dessert
to share. We would like to have

senior members of Zion come and join
us. This organiza- tion was first begun
in April, 1976 (32 years ago already)
and really needs more members to keep it going.
We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at
noon. Hope to see you

there! Bring a friend. .
Ao e

are GIVING!

W The Sunday School kids donated ™
W 2/3 of their collections to 2 minis-
@ tries. Their local mission choice, the ‘E\f
W Child Saving Institute, received $500 W
o for their substitute Santa program ¢
- and $1500 for their Emergency -
o Shelter.  Their global mission ¢
o choice, Barnyard Buddies, received -
o $2,000 to buy various animals for o
families in poor countries. We will -
continue to give as their collection
grows! Please take a moment and
acknowledge their efforts!

o @O @O @O @O @O @O

W
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CONCORDIA BASKETBALL & VOLLEYBALL CAMPS

Concordia Jr/Sr High School will be hosting their annual girls and boys individual basketball and volleyball
camps. Camps will include a Christian environment, working on individual skills on offense and defense,
and lots of fun! Head coaches of each sport will lead the camps along with their assistants and varsity boys
and girls athletes from Concordia.

Girls Basketball Dates:

Session 1 Grades 4,5 June 2—6 9—11 AM
Session 2 Grades 6, 7 June 2—6 11:30—1:30 PM
Session 3 Grades 8, 9 June 2—6 2—4 PM
Boys Basketball Dates:
Session 1 Grades4,5,6 June2—6 6—8 PM
Session 2 Grades 7,8,9 June 9—13 6—8 PM
Volleyball:
Session 1 Grades 5, 6 July 21—25 4:30—6 PM
Session 2 Grades 7, 8 July 21—25 6—8 PM

Cost: $60 before April 30th
$70 after April 30th
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CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY WIND ENSEMBLE IN CONCERT

The congregation is invited to attend a concert by the Concordia University Wind Ensemble, William Kuhn, con- :
ductor. The concert will take place on Thursday, April 10 at 7:30 pm at the Divine Shepherd Lutheran Church,
15005 Q Street, Omaha. The concert will feature the music of Gustav Holst, Howard Hanson, and the premiere of a :
newly commissioned piece by composer, Timothy Ruegg, Resurrection Suite. In addition, Stephanie Effken, a:
December 2007 Concordia University graduate, will be featured in Giulio Briccialdi’s Carnival of Venice. This:
concert is being performed as part of the ensemble’s upcoming Midwest tour which takes place from April 11-14. :
This will also be the last tour for the ensemble with conductor, William Kuhn, as he leaves Concordia University, :
Nebraska after fifteen years to establish an instrumental music program at Concordia University, Portland, Oregon. :

! 9TH ANNUAL WOLSA FOUNDATION GOLF SCRAMBLE

|Comb|ne a long-awaited spring afternoon, 18 beautiful green fairways, great food, fun and fellowship with the op- .
- portunity to make a difference in the hearts and minds of young people. We are talking about the 9th Annual |
!WOLSA foundation Golf Scramble and you are invited! This benefit will be held on Wednesday, May 21, 2008, at :
| the Tiburon Golf Club, 10302 S. 168th St., with a 12:00 PM shotgun start. We offer 3 areas of participation: You -
- can play (bring your friends), become a hole sponsor, or a pin prize donor. Entry forms and sponsorship informa- |
-tion are available at www.wolsa.org. Please contact Craig Schneider at 965-3534 or schneiderc@wolsa.org or seei
|bullet|n board for additional information. Thank you for your continued support of our schools: Concordla Acad- .

:emy and Concordia Jr/Sr High School.

i SPANISH TEACHER OPENING f
+ Concordia Jr/Sr High School has an opening for a full time Spanish teacher. Interested applicants must have or can '
: obtain a current Nebraska teacher certificate, be willing to belong to one of the WOLSA Association Congregations, !

and preferably a Lutheran college graduate. Send your resume to: Matt Korte, Principal, Concordia Jr/Sr High |
.School 15656 Fort St., Omaha, NE 68116. Resumes will be reviewed and applications sent to select individuals. |
' Call the Concordia Jr/Sr High office at 445-4000 with any questions.



Serve the Lord with CGladness.. . Psaloa 100:2

Lydia Circle News
Pastor opened our Jan. meeting and led us in the topic “What did I do to Deserve This” from the book he will base his Lenten sermons on.
We all have burdens. God helps us in our burdens. We must pray for this help. Life is not tied with a bow, but it is a gift from God.

Nine members and Pastor were present. Thinking of you cards were sent to Carol Scebold, Florence Nelson and Clara Junior, get well to
Myrna Laaker and sympathy to Margaret Behrendt for her brother and to Bryan and Kathy Stoltenberg for Kathy’s father. Thank you notes
were received from Margaret Behrendt, Dolores Bradley, Adam & Elizabeth Moline, Project Hope and Lutheran World Relief.

The 2008 program was presented and accepted. The Feinstein Challenge for Project Hope will be in March and April.

We are going to make contact with new members by sending a personal note inviting them to a meeting, follow up with a phone call and
even offer to pick them up. Also enclosed will be a brief overview of what our circle and LWML are all about. Hopefully we will add a few
new members to our circle.

Pastor led us in a Bible study “Who’s Number One”. God should be #1 in our lives, He has us as His first priority at all times!

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer and Elaine Raabe served refreshments.

The February meeting was attended by 8 members and Pastor. We welcomed one guest Susan Grundke.

Christian Growth Leader read an article “What If”, an Easter devotion taken from 1% Cor. 15-22, verse 17 reads, “If Christ had not been
raised, your faith is futile, you are still in your sins.” There would only be sin, death and damnation. The good news is that Christ has indeed
been raised from the dead! We ended with singing several verses of “I know that My Redeemer Lives”.

A thinking of you card was sent to Verna Neuhaus and sympathy cards to the Mr. & Mrs. David Fulkerson family for Clara Junior and to
the Margaret Logemann family for Russell Logemann. A thank you note was received from Dickie Fulkerson for serving the lunch at Clara’s
funeral.

We voted to participate in the Global Care Packages again this year. Lutheran Hour Ministries will be sending the care packages to a vari-
ety of countries where LHM has ministry centers.

Our West Zone LWML president, Lana Erickson, hosted a Presidents breakfast at her home on March 15",

Pastor led us in a Bible Study from our Quarterly “Encouragement” from Paul’s letters on work that women do. He offers encouragement
to all believers.

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer and Margaret Behrendt served refreshments.

Our March meeting will be the 27" at 1:30. The program will be Bible Trivia. We would love to have you join us!

Secretary, Aleta Neuhaus

Rebekah Circle News

Nine Rebekah members, Pastor Schmitt and one guest attended the January meeting. Joann led us through the Bible study from the Winter
Quarterly titled "Who's Number One?" It was based on several verses in Matthew. There was much interesting discussion.

The minutes of previous meetings were read and approved as were the treasurer's reports. Judy reported sending cards to Florence Nelson,
Clara Junior, Carol Scebold, Myrna Laaker, Margaret Behrendt and Kathy and Bryan Stoltenberg. There were numerous thank you notes read
by our president and also a note from Prison Ministries requesting help marketing Bibles again.

Kathy gave the Project Hope report concerning the recent collection of food and the featured items for the months of February and March.
Soups and stews would be much appreciated during these cold days. She said adding a can opener and crackers would also be very nice. The
Feinstein Challenge coming up in March and April encourages all of us to continue to remember those less fortunate. Project Hope will re-
ceive cash depending on how many food items are donated during those two months.

Plans were made to serve the Lenten meal on Ash Wednesday and members volunteered to work and also to supply all the food for the
meal. There was also more discussion about the funeral pall, some decisions were made but Karen will get a little more information before the
pall can be ordered.

In February eight Rebekah members and Pastor Schmitt met for our meeting. The meeting opened with prayer and a short devotion by
Laura called "You Are God's Joy." Pastor led the Bible study from the Quarterly called “Encouragement from Paul.”

The treasurer's report was accepted and Judy reported sending cards to Lynne Eifert's family, Mark and Suzanne Baker & family, the Fulk-
erson family, the Russell Logemann family and Verna Neuhaus. Joann distributed the Rebekah 2008 Program, the Spring Quarterly and the
Winter Leaguer. She also reported that the Tri Zone Spring Workshop will be April 20th at St. Mark's. There will be more details following
the Omaha West Zone breakfast at Lana's house on March 15th. Joann reported there will be no Fall Rally but there will be a Fall Retreat.

There was some discussion regarding the plan for the May meeting. Members suggested inviting the Lydia members to join us in traveling
to Logan, lowa to visit the Museum of Religious Arts on May 3. There were also final decisions made about the funeral pall and it was agreed
to go ahead and order it. Karen will take care of that.

Mary noted that in the Leaguer each society is requested to send a copy of their Bylaws to the District Structure Committee. That will be
done. Mites were collected. Kathy then explained about the changes in the Global Care Package project. There was some discussion and it
was agreed to order 30 drawstring bags which will now be used for the collection of items to be sent out through Orphan Grain Train. More
information will be available in April when the collection will start.

The next meeting will be March 25th and Bible Trivia will be played. In April we will have an "Ask the Pastor Program™ which is always
fun and interesting. We invite ladies of Zion to visit any of our meetings. We'd like to get to know you.

Carol Scebold, Secretary

Did You Know:

The Lydia and Rebekah Circles have been responsible for the following: tables, chairs, appliances, décor, silverware for Lakeview Room;
purchased new stove for parsonage; furnished meals for the mission event by the youth; make funeral luncheon arrangements (Lydia Circle);
card counter run by Rebekah Circle; supported missionaries through the years; financial assistance to students going to a seminary. The Cir-
cles continue, with the help of the congregation, to pursue Orphan Grain Train needs by providing items they are requesting for distribution to
other countries. The Lydia Circle meets the last Thursday of each month at 1:30 pm. The Rebekah Circle meets the fourth Tuesday of each
month at 7:00 pm. New members and visitors are welcome! 5



PROJECT HOPE

At the time of this writing we are just beginning the Feinstein Challenge. This is an opportunity to help Project Hope not only
by our donations but also make those donations worth more. As a reminder, every food item that is donated to Project Hope is
equivalent to $1. All those dollars are added to all money collected during March and April and that total gives them a percent-
age of the $1 million Feinstein Challenge. Last year Zion contributed 1,413 items. | would like to challenge Zion to make that
1,600 items this year. There have been some very good sales lately, so you don't have to spend a lot to make a lot happen for
Project Hope.

The featured item for April is macaroni & cheese. This is not a very expensive item and often can be found on sale.

Also, a reminder that we are accepting bottles of_liquid laundry detergent. Before we deliver them to Project Hope, we pour
the detergent into 16 oz. bottles so they can be incl udhled
bathroom tissue, facial tissue, paper towels, etc. are some of the items that the clients cannot purchase with food stamps. So
whenever those items are donated, they are of a great help.

Our February donations totaled 375 and that is better than we had been doing. A big thank you to all of you who are support-
ing this mission effort here at Zion. Helping those that are in great need, as the clients of Project Hope are, is one way of doing
the Lord's work here on earth.

Kathy Rummel
Project Hope, Food Coordinator
GLOBAL GIFT BOXES

The 2007 Global Gift Boxes that Zion helped to fill were delivered to the Orphan Grain Train at the end of January. They will
be making their way to India by early summer.

For 2008, the program has changed somewhat. The Gift Boxes have been changed to drawstring Gift Bags. They are a green
canvas and the main reason for the change is that the children that receive these Gift Bags can reuse them as tote bags and
school bags.

The cost of the contents of the bags has been reduced as there are less items this year. However, we are asked not to hold
back on the cost of the toy. We need to consider that we do not want to give a toy that we would not be willing to give to our own
children and grandchildren.

Since 1994 over 270,000 of these Gift Boxes have been delivered to 20 different countries. This year another change is that
the Gift Bags will not go to one particular country but instead they will go into these various countries where there are ministry
centers already located. As always, Gospel materials will be included with the Gift Bags when they are distributed.

Both the Lydia Circle and the Rebekah Circle have decided to support and sponsor this effort again this year. The Circles
cover the cost of obtaining the bags. We ask the members of Zion to help us gather the items needed to fill the bags.

We once again will have a tree set up with tags so that you know what items are needed. However, for your convenience
there is a list at the bottom of this article. The "Global Gift" tree will be up sometime in May. We will collect items through Decem-
ber and deliver our Gift Bags the end of January or early February.

Another change this year is that there is no deadline as a whole for these Gift Bags to be sent or delivered to the Orphan
Grain Train. Whenever the Orphan Grain Train has sufficient quantities, they will ship them. However, the Circles have decided
to stay with a similar schedule that we have had in the past. This is the 5th year that the Circles here at Zion are sponsoring this
worldwide mission effort.

Watch following newsletters and the bulletins for more information as it becomes available.

The Shopping List for the Global Gift Bags:

1 letter size pad or notebook (such as a spiral notebook) 1 small coloring book (meaning not a very thick one)
5 regular pencils 1 small pair blunt scissor

5 ballpoint pens (blue or black ink) 1 any type of 12-inch ruler, at least one side metric
1 pencil sharpener 1 child's toy for ages 5-12

1 pkg. of 10 colored pencils

Suggested Toy Ideas - Etch A Sketch, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, Lego, jump ropes, balls, slinky, puzzles, toys that light up
or make a noise (as long as extra batteries are provided) . Toys should be unisex and be appropriate for 5-12 age range.
Please do not include used or cheap throwaway toys. Also be sure the toys are not sharp to avoid tearing the drawstring bag.

We will have a sample bag when the tree is set up. At this time we do not have the dimensions of the bags.

This article is mostly to make you aware that the Circles are again sponsoring this mission effort, that there have been some
changes and to perhaps start planning by watching for sales. Thank you to all who have supported and helped with this effort in
the past.

Kathy Rummel, Coordinator
Global Care Packages
CARD COUNTER

The card counter is located in the narthex on the north wall. This is a service provided by the Rebekah Circle. We have cards
for birthdays, get well, encouragement, sympathy, thinking of you and thank you. We sell cards by the box or individually. We
also have napkins and Study Bibles that make great gifts. At special times of the year we provide cards such as Christmas, Val-
entine's day, Easter, Confirmation, and Thanksgiving. Please feel free to stop by and browse. If someone is not there to help
you, there is a box on the end of the counter to deposit your payment. If you need other assistance or have a question, please
call Kathy.

Kathy Rummel



