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 Time to hoist the American flags, get out the 
grills, the burgers, the fireworks, etc. It’s that time 
of year for picnics and parades, backyards and base-
ball, lawns and leisure. Ahhh… the great American 
Summertime! 

 Of course, the unofficial start to summer-
time is Memorial Day. A day to commemorate all 
those who have gone before us, but especially those 
who gave their lives to defend our country. Down at 
Flower Hill, the services begin at 10:00; the German  
Cemetery north of Bennington at 11:00. Once again 
we’ll hear the names of those buried there who 
served their country; once again a minister (me, this 
year) will urge us to appreciate the life we’ve been 
given—both in this world and in the world to come.  

 Then it’s off to weddings, family reunions, 
and our “stay-cations” this year. With the high gas 
prices, I hear that’s the thing to do… makes sense, 
really… how often do we fully appreciate our own 
attractions instead of chasing after attractions half-
way across the continent?  

 The cropping up of fireworks stands heralds 
the Fourth of July. There will be parades, concerts, 
picnics, ball games, and other activities. Once 
again, we’ll be watching from the parking lot of the 
church as all kinds of displays illuminate the skies 
around us.  

 All this is possible because of the sacrifice of 
brave, selfless, hard-working men and women who 
came before us to make our country the great na-
tion it is today. And, with all her warts and wounds, 
she is still a country of which I am proud. Certainly 
there is still a lot of work to be done to clean her up 
and heal her wounds, but our freedom and standard 
of living is still beyond the imagination of so many in 
our vast, wide world.  

Memorial Day—Independence Day 
 So there you have it—the great American 
Summer. The reward of and memorial to the ingenu-
ity, bravery, and dedication of our forefathers. Take 
it for granted or celebrate it from the heart, it’s 
still there for us to have. Your choice—doesn’t make 
a whole lot of difference. 

 But there’s another Independence Day, an-
other Memorial Day that makes all the difference in 
the world—and the world to come. It’s the day we 
celebrate that Christ won the victory freeing us 
from the chains of sin, death and hell. It’s the day 
that we remember that sacrifice at the altar in the 
body and blood, the bread and wine of communion. 
It’s the day that we wash our children and adults in 
the waters of Holy Baptism, making them citizens of 
the kingdom of heaven.  

 The gifts of the Lord’s Day are there, 
whether we choose to ignore them or celebrate 
them from the bottom of our hearts. Unlike the ob-
servance of national holidays, the difference of how 
we mark them does make a world of difference. 
Christ has given us the day of celebration to regen-
erate our all-too-weak souls with the joy and confi-
dence of our eternal victory. He has given us the 
Sacraments to strengthen, revive, and empower us 
to live life to the fullest.  

 Our National Independence Day and Memo-
rial Day are days celebrated with greatest fervor 
when we are in the midst of battle. In peacetime, 
it’s all to easy to use the days for a cheap excuse to 
sit around doing as little as possible. Our Divine In-
dependence and Memorial days ought always to re-
mind us that the battle against the old evil foe is 
ongoing—and our Victor King Jesus Christ is still tri-
umphant throughout the years. That’s a festival 
worth celebrating from the heart every week of the 
year! 
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Pastor Schmitt’s  

Top Ten List 
 

 Here in the office, we’re very excited to be up-

grading our computer system. We’ve currently got a 

system that bogs down to almost nothing when all the 

computers are on. So, knowing which system is the 

problem (it’s the one from my house that we replaced 

years ago because it bogged down all the time…), we’re 

anxious to finally and irrevocably retire that thing. So, 

what to do with an old computer??? How about one of 

these Top Ten Activities? 

10. Use it as ammunition in a catapult and see how far 

you can shoot the thing. 

9. Sell tickets for taking a swing at it with a 10-pound 

sledgehammer. 

8. Let the kids loose on it with screwdrivers and pliers to 

dissect it as much as they wish.  

7. Throw a towel over it and use it as an end table.  

6. Put it in a museum next to the dodo birds. 

5. There are plenty of potholes out there about the size 

of a computer box…. Solve two problems at once by 

putting it in a pothole and covering it with cement! 

4. Use it as a stand for the next system. 

3. I’m still liking the catapult idea best … 

2. Weight it down with a cinder block and drop it in the 

lake for fish habitat. 

And the number one activity for retiring a computer that 

has given you as much trouble as this one has: 

1. For July 4, fill it with explosives, and set the fuse to 

go off the next time it gives the message, “We’re sorry, 

but your program experienced a fatal error and had to 

shut down. Any work that you’ve failed to save is gone 

forever. Better luck next time! Would you like to send 

an error report? Not that it will do any good or get your 

information back, but wouldn’t it be nice to think that 

someone else will share your pain? Yeah, right. You go 

ahead and think that. OK, I’m going to shut down your 

entire system now… you’ll have to unplug me and start 

over! Ha-Ha!” 

 
 

 

DID YOU KNOW  

 

Aug. 25, 1920, Ladies Aid began.  In 1955 it became 

a member of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

League.  In 1967 it was divided into two societies:  

Lydia & Rebekah Circles.   

 

The ladies of the Lydia Circle have been a member 

since: 
 

1948; Eunice Neuhaus, Ethel Schneider 

1949; Margaret Behrendt 

1950; Margaret Logemann, Ann Neuhaus 

1958; Aleta Neuhaus 

1964; Marybeth Cohrs 

1972; Ferne Rockwell 

 

The ladies of the Rebekah Circle have been a member 

since: 
 

1967; Mary Christensen, Carol Scebold, Joann Walters 

1969; Elda Deardoff 

1971; Barb Kruse 

1978; Marlys VanPelt 

1980; Judy Treadway 

1991; Donna Townsend 

1997; Kathy Rummel 

2000; Carole Thompson 

Volunteering @ VBS  
 

Join us for a short informational meeting on 

Sunday, June 1st @ 11:45 in the Lakeview 

Room.  At the meeting you will get any and all 

questions answered, make sure you have what 

you need, and find out where you need to go.   If 

you can't make the meeting, please let Andrea 

know prior to the meeting.  

VOTERSª MEETING ~ July 13, 2008 
 

Please plan to attend the next quarterly Votersª 
Assembly on July 13 immediately following the 
10:30 worship service.  Lunch will be served. 
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Student Ministry Events 

UPCOMING  EVENTS 
 

June 8-12 Vacation Bible School 

June 21 Water Park 

July 13  Snowball Fight 

July 27-31 Servant Event (Idaho) 

Nov 21-23 NE District High School Gathering 

Pawnee Plunge Water Park 
Saturday, June 21 

12:00 - 6:30 PM 

$5 
 

All youth who are in the 6th –12th grade (and 

friends) are invited to an afternoon at Pawnee 

Plunge Water Park in Columbus. 
 

All you need is $5, a swimsuit (all suits must be in 

good taste), towel, and sun 

block (extra money if you 

desire snacks). 
 

RSVP by Sunday, June 15th 

in the High School room. 
 

Younger siblings may come 

if accompanied by a parent. (Adults are $7) 
 

We will leave from Zion @ 12. 

Snowball Fight 
Sunday, July 13 

5 - 7 PM 

FREE 
 

All youth who are in the 6th

-12th grade (and friends) 

are invited to a Snowball 

Fight on Sunday, July 13th. 
 

All you need is yourself!   

 

 

Dinner and snow will be pro-

vided. 
 

No snow gear needed! 
 

Please sign up by Noon on 

Sunday, July 13. 

Vacation Bible School 
June 8 ï12 

6-8:20 PM 
 

Join us for dinner @ Vacation Bible School 
June 8-12 

Starting at 5 PM 

Fellowship Hall - Free-will donation 
 

   Sunday - Hot Dogs, Salad, & Chips 

   Monday - Pasta-Bake, Garlic Bread, & Salad 

   Tuesday - Sloppy Joes, Chips, Potato & Pasta Salad 

   Wednesday - Potato & Nacho Bar 

   Thursday - Pizza & Salad 
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Rebekah Circle News 
   The March meeting included eleven members and Pastor Schmitt who opened with prayer.  Laura led a devotion which stressed the impor-

tance of teaching our children God's word.  Pastor led us in playing Bible Trivia. 

   The minutes and treasurer’s report were given and approved.  Judy reported sending cards to Florence Nelson's family.  She also reported on 

the zone meeting she and Eunice attended at Lana's home.  She informed us of the different zone meetings coming up.  Pastor Kuhlman from 

Trinity in Murdock is planning a trip to Russia to teach at the Lutheran Seminary.  Our Circle agreed to send a donation to "To Russia with 

Love" which will help translate a Lutheran textbook into the Russian language. 

   Karen said the pall has been ordered and should arrive in April.  It will have an identification label on it with Zion's name included.  Judy 

informed us there is a Thrivent matching fund at Zion.  Rebekah Circle will request matching funds from it for the donations made for muffins, 

which the circle will serve on April 13.  Several Lydia and Rebekah members volunteered to donate muffins.  The mites will be sent to help 

pay for district projects.     Kathy read a thank you note from Lee at Project Hope and Joann read a thank you from the Logemann family.  

Mites were collected and the meeting adjourned. 

   In April ten Rebekah members and Pastor Schmitt met. Laura opened the meeting with a devotion about fruits of the Spirit.  Minutes and the 

treasurer’s report were given and approved. Judy reported that she had sent cards to Kathy Rummel, Malvin Witt, Paula Witt, Katie Dreessen 

and the Verna Neuhaus family. 

   Our program was "Ask the Pastor" and members asked a variety of questions which Pastor answered.  It was very interesting and informa-

tive. Kathy gave a report on Project Hope and informed us that in May the need is for soaps of all kinds.  Many people are being served by the 

generosity of Zion's members.  Kathy also has requested thirty Global Gift Bags and that project will begin soon. 

   Rebekah Circle received a thank you note from Pastor Kuhlman for the donation we made to "To Russia with Love”.  He is hoping to leave 

for Russia soon.  Joann also reported on the Tri Zone meeting which was at St. Marks.  Four Lydia and Rebekah members attended and heard 

Barb Counihan speak about her trip to Kenya. 

   Judy will attend the district convention in Norfolk in June as our delegate.  She will take along our donations for the three offerings.  Mem-

bers are reminded to check the Leaguer for the list of items for Gifts from the Heart, which can be sent along with Judy. 

   Plans were made for the outing in May to visit the Museum of Religious Arts in Logan, Iowa.  There was discussion about dedicating the 

new pall at the next Sunday service.  Mites were collected and the meeting adjourned. 

   On May 3rd seven Lydia and Rebekah members met at Zion and then drove to Missouri Valley where we had lunch.  We then visited the 

Museum of Religious Arts near Logan, Iowa.  The museum included a small chapel and large rooms filled with items that have been donated 

by area people and churches. There is also much art, some of it which was done by a nine year old girl who is obviously very gifted.  An area 

called King of Kings depicts different parts of Christ’s life with life-like figures.  There are other areas of interest including outdoor displays. 

   As usual we always welcome visitors at any of our meetings or activities.   

Secretary, Carol Scebold 

 

Lydia Circle News  
   The March meeting of the Lydia Circle opened with a prayer by Pastor Schmitt.  Six members and Pastor were present.  Marybeth Cohrs and 

Aleta Neuhaus conducted the meeting in the absence of our president , Eunice Neuhaus, and treasurer, Connie Hagen. 

   The Christian Growth leader read an article, “Quilt of Holes”.  A thank you note was read from Carol Roeth for serving lunch at the funeral 

of her father, Russell Logemann.  A sympathy card was sent to the family of Florence Nelson.  It was voted on to send $50 to the fundraiser, 

“To Russia with Love”.  C.F.W. Walthers’ Classic Lutheran textbook is to be translated into Russian to be used at the Lutheran Seminary in 

Novosibirsk, Russia.  Pastor led us in playing Bible Trivia.  We closed our meeting with the Lord’s Prayer.  Marybeth Cohrs served Key Lime 

pie, nuts, candy and coffee for refreshments. 

   The April meeting opened with a prayer by Pastor Schmitt, followed by an article, “Directions Home”, read by the Christian Growth chair-

man.  Nine members, Pastor and one guest, Rudy Murchie were present. 

   A thank you note was read from Pastor Kuhlman for the $50 we sent for the fundraiser, “To Russia with Love”.  Thinking of you cards were 

sent to Kathy Rummel, Malvin Witt, and Paula Witt.  Sympathy cards were sent to the Katie Dreessen family for the loss of her brother and to 

the family of Verna Neuhaus. 

   The Rebekah Circle has decided to hold a bake sale the weekend before Thanksgiving as a money making project and asked if we would like 

to participate.  A motion was made, seconded and carried to do so.   

   April 13 was the Mitey Muffin Sunday sponsored by the Lydia and Rebekah Circles.  The muffins were made by Circle members.  We took 

in $278.53 which will be matched by Thrivent.  This money will go towards the Mission goals of our district. 

   Eunice and Aleta Neuhaus reported on the Tri-Zone Spring Workshop held April 20 at St. Mark Lutheran Church.  Pastor Ron Benson 

opened the meeting with a devotion and Pastor Keith Dusheke led us in a Bible study from Luke 10:1 & 2, going to the harvest fields.  Barb 

Counihan gave a very interesting slide show and talk on the work in a remote area of Kenya where she had recently visited her sister who is a 

missionary and nurse there.  She is definitely an example of how God works through her to serve His people.   

   The NE District North Convention is June 6 & 7 in Norfolk, NE  A few of the ladies from the Rebekah and Lydia Circles plan to attend the 

convention and will be sending invitations to invite them to visit our Circle. 

   Connie Hagen and Lois Costar are on the committee for our annual birthday party on May 29.   

   We closed with the Lord’s Prayer and the table prayer.  Lois Costar served Apple Nut Dessert, nut cups and coffee for refreshments.   

Secretary, Aleta Neuhaus 
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PROJECT HOPE  
     As of March 31st, Project Hope received 9,752 food items for the Feinstein Challenge. I have not received the final total that 
includes the end of April.  
    The featured items for the month of June are shampoo, deodorant, toothbrushes, and toothpaste. These are items that the 
clients of Project Hope cannot purchase with their food stamps. For July, the items are school supplies, which would include 
pencils, pens, erasers, rulers, notepaper, spiral notebooks, folders, colored pencils, colored markers, crayons, blunt end scis-
sors, and book bags. School supply sales should be starting in July. When shopping for your own children's school supplies, 
perhaps you can purchase one or two extra items for Project Hope. (Yes, I know school just ended and now we're talking about 
school supplies already.) Every item you donate is so greatly appreciated by the staff as well as the clients of Project Hope. 
    Because the Omaha Food Bank has a shortage of peanut butter, canned meats such as chicken, tuna, etc. and spaghetti 
sauce, Project Hope can only purchase very limited supplies from them. Donations of bathroom tissue are also appreciated. 
    Another way to help Project Hope without a cost to you is by an internet search. Every time you go to GoodSearch.com, a 
penny is donated to Project Hope when you designate Project Hope as your charity. Just go to www.goodsearch.com and be 
sure to enter Project Hope, Omaha as the charity you want to support. Here is the format for a link that will pre-select Project 
Hope: http://www.goodsearch.com/?charityid=868533. Please spread the word! Also, GoodShop.com is a new online shopping 
mall which donates up to 37% of each purchase to your favorite charity, in this case being Project Hope.  
    Thank you to each and every one of you that continue to support this local mission and take care of God's children by helping 
to feed them. 
 

Kathy Rummel 
Project Hope Food Coordinator  

GLOBAL GIFT BAG TREE   
    Our Global Gift Bag Tree has been up a few weeks now.....we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus 
himself said:  "It is more blessed to give than to receive."  Acts 20:35. 
   Many children around the world have to survive amid the horrors of war, natural disasters, and poverty. Lutheran Hour Minis-
tries Global Care Packages  provides children with school supplies and toys that bring much needed joy and hope to their all too 
often desperate situations.  
    Over the past decade, more than a quarter of a million care packages have been delivered to children in need in 20 countries 
around the world including the United States. Thousands of congregations and schools have discovered the blessing of giving 
by donating items for a needy child. 
    The care packages are shared with children in countries where Lutheran Hour Ministries have ministry centers. Local LHM 
staff and volunteers distribute the care packages along with Gospel materials. Global Care Packages not only bring a moment of 
joy but also share the message of Jesus with one child at a time.  
    This year there have been some key changes to this program. All the donated items will be packed into drawstring bags in-
stead of gift boxes. The main reason for this is that the children that receive these care packages can reuse the bag as a school 
bag or back pack.  The cost of this endeavor has been reduced to make the program more affordable. However, we do ask that 
you do not hold back on the toys.  
    In partnership with the Orphan Grain Train, LHM will now be sending the care packages to a variety of countries where LHM 
has ministry centers. In many cases the care packages will be included with other humanitarian aid provided by Orphan Grain 
Train. This allows LHM much greater flexibility to meet needs as and when they occur. It also allows us to share the care pack-
ages with a variety of countries each year. 
Our goal here at Zion is to have all the items collected by December so that the care packages can be delivered in January.  
    The shopping list: 
                1 letter size pad or notebook 

                5 regular pencils 

                5 ballpoint pens (blue or black ink) 
                1 pencil sharpener 
                1 package (10) colored pencils  (I have only found pkg. of 12) 
                1 small coloring book (by this we mean not a very thick one) 
                1 small pair blunt scissors 

                1 12 inch ruler, at least one side metric 

                Child's toy for ages 5-12  (see suggested list that follows) 
    Suggested Toy ideas: Etch A Sketch, kazoo, harmonica, yo-yo, jump rope, slinky, puzzle, ball, toys that light up or make a 
noise (with extra batteries, please), etc. 
    Toys should be unisex and be appropriate for 5-12 year age range. Please do not include second-hand or cheap throwaway 
toys. Ensure toys are not sharp to avoid tearing the drawstring bags. 
    WARNING- Do not include candy of any kind, military style items, liquid items or breakable items. 
    Global Care Packages can provide your children and family with the valuable opportunity to be "doers of the Word, not merely 
hearers". The care you show in selecting the items, involving your children in the selection, and the prayers accompanying your 
thoughts for these children will send the message of concern and compassion, generosity and joy that your own children can 
learn from. Let your hearts guide your hands in this mission effort. 
    Thank you for supporting us in this worldwide mission effort. 
 

The Lydia and Rebekah Circles 

Kathy Rummel, Coordinator 

http://www.goodsearch.com
http://www.goodsearch.com/?charityid=868533

