
  

 

 

The Zion Bell   
October & November, 2007 

 

Come, Gain a View for Eternity  
from Zionõs Holy Hill  

 

Rev. Thomas K. Schmitt, Pastor 
Andrea Roettger, Director of Christian Ed. 

Pat Huels, Administrative Assistant 

 Once again, our church will be observing Refor-

mation Day this coming month. So what? What does the 

whole Reformation thing mean today, anyway? Are the 

teachings that important anymore? Letôs go down the 

points of the Lutheran Reformation one by one and see if 

they are still relevant today: 
 

Point 1: Salvation by Grace Alone 
 Many denominations today profess to preach sal-

vation ñby grace.ò The trouble is the definition of that 

word ñgrace.ò In the Scriptures, it is so clearly defined as 

the undeserved love of God. Romans 6:14-15: For sin 

shall not be your master, because you are not under law, 

but under grace. What then? Shall we sin because we are 

not under law but under grace? By no means! Here we 

hear Paul describe grace as the antithesis of the require-

ments of the law. But how many times do we hear, ñIf you 

were a good Christian you would/would notéò Ah, yes, 

we still need to proclaim salvation by grace alone!! 
 

Point 2: Salvation through Faith Alone 
 My Seminary professors were adamant that we get 

the prepositions right on this one. Itôs through faith that we 

receive the unconditional love (grace) of God. Yes, the 

Bible does use the terms ñby faithò quite often, e.g. Rom. 

4:16:  Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it 

may be by grace... But let Scripture interpret Scripture! 

Ephesians 2:8: For it is by grace you have been saved, 

through faith--and this [faith is] not from yourselves, it is 

the gift of God--not by works, so that no one can boast. 

Yet check out the self-help section of any Christian book-

store, and youôll find lots of ways to work on your faith 

life which neglect the means of grace. Yes, we need to 

continually preach this one, too! 
 

Point 3: Salvation revealed by Scripture Alone 
 Many people will confess that the Bible is the in-

spired, inerrant word of God, and is useful for teaching, 

rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so 

Grace Alone, Faith Alone, Scripture Alone,  
On Account of Jesus Christ Alone 

that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for 

every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16). But even the devil 

knows the Scripture, and will seek to manipulate our un-

derstanding of it to obscure the clear, sure and certain hope 

of eternal life revealed in the pages of The Holy Bible. So 

yes, in a day and age where the Bible may be trusted as 

true, but seen as ñjust another bookò and ñopen to anyoneôs 

interpretation,ò we need to preach and teach clearly the full 

counsel of God, rely upon the confessions of the Lutheran 

Church, and continually reform our ways and our minds to 

the hope that the Bible delivers.  

  

Point 4: Salvation won for us on  

account of Jesus Christ Alone 

 Ah, the politically incorrect statement of all time. 

The Scandal of Particularity. The Article on which the 

Church Stands or Falls: Jesus Christ, the most divisive per-

son of all history! I donôt know how many people will be 

reading this on the internet, but if the wrong people read 

this, I could be in huge trouble here!!! Apart from faith in 

Jesus Christ, there is no hope of salvation. John 14:6: 

[Jesus said,] ñI am the way and the truth and the life. No 

one comes to the Father except through me.ò  

 How scandalous! I was intimidated on this point 

in college, and this intimidation of our students in the 

classroom, employees in the workplace, and our acquaint-

ances in the city square is only going to get worse as the 

days draw closer to Christôs return.  

 So yes, we need to preach this over and over and 

over and over again. We need to encourage one another to 

stand up for the faith as Luther did, even in spite of peril to 

his own life! We need to accept the cost of discipleship, 

take up the life-giving Cross of our Savior, and proudly 
live out our calling as a chosen people, a royal priesthood, 

a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may 

declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness 

into his wonderful light.ð1 Peter 2:9 
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Pastor Schmittõs  

Top Ten List 
 

 While writing the previous article, I was re-

minded that this year will feature my 20-year reunion 

at Valparaiso University! Oh, the stories this could 

generate!!! Although Iôm not going to the reunion, I 

am reminded of the   

TOP TEN STUPID THINGS I DID IN COLLEGE  

AND THE LESSONS THEY TAUGHT ME: 

10. Jumping off the football stadium stands into the 

snow taught me to look for the bike racks FIRST.  

9. Spray painting my bicycle inside my dorm room 

taught me the extraordinary capabilities of overspray 

penetration, even into the tiniest crevasses. 

8. The same project also taught me the relative nature 

of the term ñRust Preventativeò  

7. (OK, this oneôs from my roommate:) Cleaning your 

teapot by boiling pure white vinegar in it will make all 

your clothes, bedding, bed, and curtains REEK for 

MONTHS to come! (Not that Iôm still upset about that, 

mind you!)  

6. Running an electric train across the span of your 

room is cool until the train jumps the tracks. This 

taught me the cost of replacing HO locomotives.  

5. Locking my obnoxious roommate out of the dorm 

room the first year taught me not to pull tricks on 

paranoid delusional people. Trust me. Donôt do it. 

4. Driving from Notre Dame to Fort Wayne and then 

back to Valpo late one night on a wrong highway 

taught me that ñSouthò on a highway sign is not very 

reliable, and that I should carry maps at all times. 

3. Just the lesson here: When asked out on a sorority 

formal blind date, ASK QUESTIONS FIRST! 

2. An accident on I-80/84/90/94 through Chicago 

taught me how to repair a Volkswagen back to driv-

able condition on only $24.00 

And the number one stupid thing I did in college: 

1. Volunteering to direct Valparaisoôs Handbell Choirs 

taught me just how  deficient I am when it comes to 

organization of the choir year, hearing mistakes, cor-

recting them, etc. This taught me why I should never 

direct choirs again. Come join choir this Wednesday 

and see why this is most certainly true! 

 
 

ñA LOOK BEHIND THE WALLSò 
 

Can anyone do anything about crime?  Come and 

learn some of what God is doing.  Good News Jail & 

Prison Ministry Fall Event has been scheduled for the 

DC Centre, 11830 Stonegate Circle on Monday, Octo-

ber 1 at 6:30 PM.  The premier showing of the new 

GNJ&PM video, ñA Look Behind The Wallsò com-

bines the annual celebrations for Douglas, Sarpy and 

Pottawattamie counties into one Tri-County event.  

The event is free but reservations are needed from 

Dorothy at 712-322-7402 or by e-mail, 

John.Heatley@goodnewsjail.org.  

Coffee and Goodies 
     On the bulletin board by the Lakeview Room 

there is a sign up sheet for anyone who would 

like to serve coffee and donuts after the 8:00 ser-

vice on Sundays.  You could do it for an occa-

sion such as an anniversary or birthday.  

     All it requires is to bring donuts, cookies or 

anything delicious, make the coffee (coffee and 

kool-aid already bought and in the cupboard), 

serve, and clean up. 

     Thank you to  the Board of Youth, 

Henry and Aleta Neuhaus, and Dom 

and Joan Pistillo for providing these 

goodies for the month of September.   

Pecans from Alabama 

In time for the holiday season, Sheri Sanchez, a 
Wolsa delegate from Zion and parent of two Concor-
dia Academy students,  will be taking pre-orders/pre-
pay for pecans.  The price hasn't been fully deter-
mined yet, but it should be around $8 a pound.  They 
are scheduled to arrive the end of October.  Inserts 
will be placed in the church bulletin closer to the actual 
order date.  I understand that the pecans were very, 
very good.  More will be printed closer to the order 
date.  Thanks in advance for supporting your Wider 
Omaha Lutheran School Association.     

FANCY FORK DINNER NIGHT  
 

The location for the Fancy Fork dinner night will be 
at T -Bones Restaurant, 180th & Center, in the 
Spring Ridge shopping center.  Anyone is welcome 
to meet there on Saturday, September 29 at 7:30.  
Please RSVP to the church office if attending.  
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Pie in the Face Contest 
 

Andrea Roettger respectfully requests votes be cast for 

Chris Wurteleé.long time member, elder, youth spon-

sor, and has never been hit by a pie. (Which 

is a shame!) 
 

Chris Wurtele asks that the members of 

Zion vote early, vote often for Andrea Roettger, 

who in her tenure here at Zion has never received the 

dubious honor! 

ZIONôS ANNUAL  

PIE  AUCTION  
 

Sunday, September 30ð11:45 AM 
 

Itôs that time again we get to leave church with wonder-

ful homemade desserts and a full belly. 
 

This yearôs Pie Auction is being hosted 

by Zionôs Youth Group (AKA: 

ZIGGY).  All funds raised will go to-

wards their operating costs, so that they 

can remain a non budgeted item on the 

church budget for another year. 
 

Lunch will be a potluck with brats and hotdogs being 

provided, followed by the pie auction. 

DESSERTS NEEDED! 
 

The High School Youth are looking for some 

wonderful cooks to donate desserts to 

be auctioned off at the Pie Auction on 

Sunday, September 30th.  Please sign 

up in the narthex if you are able to do-

nate a pie! 

Sunday School Children 

to Sing in Church Service 
 

We are planning to have the Sunday School children 

(Preschool through 6th grade) sing at the beginning of 

the 10:30 service on the second Sunday of  each month, 

excluding December & January. October 14th & Novem-

ber 11th will be the first Sundays that we will sing. We 

work on the songs during Sunday School opening.   

Please have your children attend Sunday School open-

ings (9:15) so that they will be prepared to sing in 

church. Parents are always welcome to attend the open-

ing. 

Concordia Jr. /Sr. High School 
 

Concordia Jr./Sr. High School would like to invite any stu-

dent interested in attending Concordia to their annual Open 

House for Interested Students on Friday, November 2, 

2007.  Guests will follow classes of Concordia students 

with highlights including a mid-morning chapel service 

and lunch served by Little Caesar's Pizza.  The day will 

begin at 8:00 AM and conclude at 12:10 PM. Come join 

us!! 
 

Parents are invited to informational meetings at Concordia 

on Sunday, November 4th at 2:00 PM and Monday, No-

vember 5th at 7:00 PM.  This is your chance to visit our 

school and obtain information about the exciting educa-

tional opportunities at Concordia. We hope to see you 

there. 
 

Placement Exams will be held on Saturday, January 19th at 

8:00 AM. 
 

Registration for the 2007-2008 school year will begin 

January 22, 2008. 
 

Please call 445-4000 to confirm attendance for the Inter-

ested Student Open House, the Parent Information Meet-

ings, Placement Exam, or if you have any questions. 

 

Do you like to sing in the shower or sing along with 

the radio in your car?  Then youôre just the person 

we need!  Zionôs adult choir is starting up and we 

need more voices.  We are a fun group that doesnôt 

take itself too seriously.  Weôre not looking for pro-

fessionals, just people who would like to share their 

voice to sing to the glory of God.  We would wel-

come all people from high school age to adult.  

Please consider joining us on Wednesday nights at 

7:30 in the multi-purpose room/balcony and help us 

sing praises to the Lord. 

New Member Potluck  
 

Please join us October 21st after late service to wel-
come Zionõs newest members.  Please bring a main dish 
and either salad or dessert to share.   Drinks and table 
service will be provided.  Come and say hi to our new 
Zion families.  
 

VOTERSô MEETINGðOctober 14, 2007 
 

Your presence is requested at the next quarterly Votersô 

Assembly on October 14 immediately following the 

10:30 worship service.  Lunch will be served. 


