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In the Name of Jesus, Amen

Juliet: "What's in a name? That which we call cious name muttered in disgust and anger at times,
a rose by any other name would smell as sweet." and casually uttered for the heck of it at others.
- Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet, II, ii, 1-2 This is the name at which every knee shall bow in
An angel of the Lord appeared to [Joseph] in heaven a_mc_i on earth ar)d un(_jer the earth! (Phil.
a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be 2:10) This is the name in which our prayers are
afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because heard and granted! (John 14:13—14) Thls_ is the name
what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She  in whom we gather, that He might be with us!
will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the (Matthew 18:20)
name Jesus, because he will save his people from Such a name is precious, indeed.

their sins.” - Matthew 1:20-21. It is also powerful. Too powerful for our

Then Jesus came to them and said, "All au- modern world to tolerate in its purity. So our broken
thority in heaven and on earth has been given to world promotes the usage of the name in vain. It
me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, connects it with wars and abuse and scandal, yet
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the divorces it from holidays and blessings and public
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to display. If you are looking for evidence of the power
obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | of the name of Jesus, just look at how the prince of
am with you always, to the very end of the age." - this world fears it and maligns it!

Matthew 28:18-20 But to us who are saved, the name retains

So it is that the name is planted on the its power and beauty. We therefore begin our wor-
thing, and the thing becomes defined. Adam names ship in the NAME of the Father and of the Son and of
the animals, and thus they become his responsibil- the Holy Spirit. We pray together in Jesus’ blessed
ity. He names his wife, literally (yet loosely) trans- Name. We declare what Jesus has done in our songs,
lated, “from a guy,” to show her beloved place as our messages, and our witness. We uplift, rather
part of his very body. Names are given to the gen- than downplay, the CHRIST in Christmas. Our tree is
erations of heirs of the promise until one last name covered with CHRISMONS, monograms of Christ. In
is given: Jesus. “Savior from God.” the Christian Church—the church that bears His

But what’s in a name? Everything about a name—the ce_nter of our message has_b_een, and
person can be summed up in a name. How many kids prayerfully will always be Christ Crucified for me.
were named “Adolph” after World War II? There was Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.
no escaping the horror associated with that name! | Jesus is the WORD in whom is life and light. Let us
doubt there will be too many “Osama” children born proudly, boldly, and with all joy PROCLAIM that pre-
to children outside Al-Qaeda! But what’s in Jesus’ cious name this season! Merry CHRISTmas!!
name? What does that name bring to mind? (Oh, by the way, the day celebrating the

It is no wonder God has COMMANDED us not name of Jesus? Jan. 1! That’s right! Jesus’ Name
to use that name in vain, yet too many times | hear give us a Happy New Year!!)

from non-Christians and Christians alike that pre-




Pastor Schmitt’s

Top Ten List

What a beautiful trip Mary and I had going to
and from Kansas City to see the Chiefs and Packers
play on Nov. 4 (Packers won, 33-22). On the way back
home, yours truly absent-mindedly turned north onto I-
35 (heading for Des Moines) rather than head toward
I-29 and Omaha. Rather than back track, we galli-
vanted across hilly Missouri back roads, going north
for a while, then west for a while, then north, then
west, and finally popped out on 1-29. | therefore took
the road less traveled, and that made all the following

TOP TEN DIFFERENCES FROM INTERSTATE
TRAVELING:

10. It’s much easier to enjoy the sunset without all
those headlights in your eyes.

9. Got to see some really cool Victorian houses some-
where along the way.

8. Driving by the seat of my pants instead of following
the endless trail of taillights ahead of you is so much
more fun for me!

7. However, this made it even more difficult for my
wife to ever find her own way to and from Kansas City.
(I annoy her by taking different routes to and from my
folks all the time anyway.)

6. Didn’t get to see the planes taking off and landing at
KCl—always a high point on my trip. (Yes, | AM easily
entertained, aren’t 1?)

5. Didn’t make it home in time for “Desperate House-
wives.”

4. Got to play “Packer Fan or No Packer Fan” at
some really off-beat stops along the way—we DID see
packer attire at EVERY stop!!

3. Amazing how many things you miss along the inter-
state—one-lane bridges, 25 mph speed limits, farm
implements on the road... rural America’s way of tell-
ing you to slow down—that the journey is as much a
part of the trip as the destination.

2. All these cool things give me a reason to say that |
MEANT to make that wrong turn!

And the number one difference the road less traveled
made for us:

1. Gave Mary and me a lot more time to talk—twelve
years since our very first phone call lasted four hours,
and neither one of us has run out of things to say yet!

Come and help decorate the church for
Christmas on Sunday, December 2 after
the 10:30 service. We will be having a
potluck lunch before we start decorat-
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Sunday School Teacher Needed

The Board of Education is looking for a volunteer
or two to facilitate the 2 Year and Parents Sunday
School class starting in January.

Call the church office at 493-1744 for more infor-
mation.

Donations Needed!

Donations of: Oranges
(x100), Apples (x100), Candy
Canes (x100), Plain Popped
Popcorn, and Paper Lunch
Sacks (x100) are needed for
the Children’s Christmas Ser-
vice Bags on December 15th.

Those wishing to donate mass quantities
: should call the church office (493- <=
'~ 1744) to see how much has been @
) already donated.

Coffee and Goodies

On the bulletin board by the Lakeview Room
there is a sign-up sheet for anyone who would like
to serve coffee and donuts after the 8:00 service
on Sundays. You could do it for an occasion such
as an anniversary or birthday.

All it requires is to bring donuts, cookies or
anything delicious, make the coffee (coffee and
kool-aid already bought and in the cupboard),
serve, and clean up.

Thank you to the Rebekah and
Circles and Board of Discipleship
for providing these treats for Octo-

Lydia




Student Ministry Events

Progressive Dinner & Caroling
Sunday, December 16
4 PM
6th - 12th Grade

Join us for an evening of food and caroling. We
will leave the church parking lot at 4 PM.

Parents, Young Adults, choir members, and other
random church members are also invited to attend.

In order to figure out how
much food is needed you
must sign up in the High
School Sunday School
Room by Wednesday, De-
cember 12.

No singing talent needed or required.

Mt Crescent Tubing
Sunday, January 13
1:30 PM - 4:45 PM

6th - 12th Grade
$15

All 6th - 12th graders are invited to go tubing at
Mt. Crescent on Sunday, January 13. We will be
leaving the church parking lot at 1:30 and hope to
return to the church by 4:45 PM.

The cost is $15 which cov-
ers all costs for tubing
(minus your own shacking
needs).

Parents are invited to at-
tend. If siblings wish to attend they must be at least
9 years old and with a parent.

Please bring snow gear (boots, gloves, hat, coat,
etc...)

Sign up in the High School Sunday School room
by Wednesday, January 9th.

Children’s Christmas Service

“Dreams of Christmas”
Saturday, December 15th
6 PM

Come one, come
all to Zion’s an-
nual  Children’s
Christmas Service
on Saturday, De-
cember 15th at 6
PM!

All wishing to par-
ticipate or volun-
teer should come to practice on Saturday, Decem-
ber 1 & 8 at 10 AM and Saturday, December 15 at
4 PM.
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PARENTS AND TWOS
JANUARY - FEBRUARY

9:30-10:15 AM
BASEMENT FELLOWSHIP HALL
For 8 weeks Zion will have a class for
parents and their 2 year old children
- (and younger). This class allows par-

'Growi!\g en?s to encourage and nurture their
"CHRisT chlLdren as they learn about Jesus to-
gether.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Children’s Christmas Service Rehearsal
Children’s Christmas Service Rehearsal
Children’s Christmas Service Rehearsal
Children’s Christmas Service
Progressive Dinner & Caroling

Bible Buddies & Confirmation resume
Mt Crescent Tubing

Snowball Fight

Valentine Dinner

Dodge ball

Easter Egg Hunt

Dec 1
Dec 8
Dec 15
Dec 15
Dec 16
Jan 9
Jan 13
Feb 3
Feb 10
Mar 3
Mar 23



A CONCORDIA CHRISTMAS

On behalf of the Concordia University, Nebraska fam-
ily, I invite you to prepare for the arrival of the Christ
child by joining us for A Concordia Christmas on Dec.
8-9. A Concordia Christmas is a musical celebration
featuring concert performances by the University A
Cappella Choir, Wind Ensemble, Handbell Choir,
Concordia Singers and Brass Ensemble.

Concerts are scheduled for Dec. 8 at 2 p.m. at St.
Mark Lutheran Church, 1821 N. 90th St. in Omaha,
and Dec. 9 at 3and 7 p.m. at St. John Lutheran
Church, 919 N. Columbia Ave., in Seward. Admis-
sion is free to the concert but tickets are required.
Holiday buffets will accompany the concerts and
are scheduled on Saturday from 3:30-5 p.m. and
Sunday from 4:30-6:30 p.m. Please also join us in
touring four Seward homes decked out with Christ-
mas cheer at the Scholarship Parade of Homes on
Sunday from 12:30-4:30 p.m. Tickets are required
for all events and can be obtained by calling 800 535
5494 ext. 7240.
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Altar Flowers ]

There will soon be a new procedure for
members providing flowers for the week-

forthcoming in the weekend bulletins
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January 30 Open Enrollment

Concordia Jr/Sr High School

Registration for the 2008-2009 Concordia school year will take place on the following dates:

January 19 Placement Exam—38:00 am (Please call 445-4000 to register for testing)
January 22-25 Enrollment for current students and siblings
January 28-29 Enroliment for WOLSA Association Churches
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Serve the Lord with Gladness...Psalm 100:2

Rebekah Circle Notes

The Rebekah Circle met on Oct. 23 at 7 in the evening in the Lakeview Room. There were nine members pre-
m sent and Pastor Schmitt. Pastor led the Bible Study from the Quarterly titled "Celebrate Life". We read various
® parables from the Bible where we were encouraged to rejoice that we have been found by God.

The minutes were read and approved and the treasurer's report given. Judy presented the Sunshine Report
m With Thinkingof Youcar ds to Janice and Sandr a, Encouragement
m gratulations to Marilyn for being named Mother of the Year by American Mother's, Inc.
: Discussion was held on last minute preparations for the Bazaar to be held Nov. 3rd. We discussed how to set
a Up the tables and Pastor informed us that the youth would set them up on Wednesday evening.
m Joann and Judy attended the Fall Rally at King of Kings on Oct. 14th. Pastor Ricky Jacobs and Regina Scott
® gave a presentation of the Winnebago Mission. New Zone officers were elected.
®  The church has received a Christmas tree for the Lakeview Room and they are looking for donations of angel
m Ornaments for the tree.
m Election of Officers was held and Barb agreed to be treasurer for another two years and Carol was elected Sec-
B retary. Birthdays recognized were Marlys, Carole T., and Donna and Anniversary wishes to Karen. Our Novem-
: ber meeting will be on the 27th with a Bible Study and distribution of Bazaar funds. In December we will have our
m Christmas Party on the 11th or 18th. We would gladly welcome guests from the congregation at any of our meet-
mings.

: We closed the meeting with the Lord's Prayer and a delicious Pumpkin dessert was served by Marilyn.

|

m Secretary, Mary C.

|

|
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- LYDIA CIRCLE NEWS

|

m It has been two months since you | ast heard from u
: Oct. 3rd was our LWML (Lutheran Women's Missionary League) Sunday. Thanks to the generosity of our con-

 Jregation, we were able to send almost $400.00 towards the Mission projects we support each year.
m A brief report was given on the LWML Fall Rally held Oct. 14th at King of Kings. Three of our members along
m with two from the Rebekah Circle attended this event. The theme of the Rally was "The Great | Am". Pastor Ja-
: cobs and Regina, a member of his congregation in Winnebago, gave a very interesting report on the happen-
a iNgs at their church. Regina is very excited about their pre -school, it is growing and they are able to tell these chil-
m dren about Jesus.
= We met Oct. 25th at 1:00 p.m. with 8 members and Pastor present. The Nebraska District North convention
® will be in Norfolk, June 6th & 7th, 2008. There will be more information on this in our Leaguer. The first 6 projects
a that were adopted have been completed.
m  There was discussion on our upcoming bazaar on Nov. 3rd. Looks like things are all falling in place. Pastor led
® ys in a very interesting Bible Study from our Quarterly, "Celebrate Life".
a Our bazaar, held Nov.3rd, was a big success and it
m to all who attended, donated crafts, baked goods or helped in any way, that goes for circle members and non-
m circle members.
: Our next meeting will be Nov. 29th at 1:30. We will have a Bible Study and distribution of funds and of course
a refreshments.
m  The December meeting is our Christmas get together on the 13th, with a potluck lunch at 12 noon after which
®we will pack our homemade cookies for our shut-ins.
Anyone is invited to come and join us at any time. Hope you all had a thankful Thanksgiving and have a
m Blessed Christmas in the celebration of the birth of our Savior.
|
: Secretary, Aleta N.
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PROJECT HOPE

Project Hope finds themselves with very sparsely filled shelves. It is understandable with the prices of every-
thing raising that we have less to give. However, if every member of our congregation gave just one canned item
to Project Hope each month, we would be helping those who are so much more in need than we are. We, here at
Zion are truly blessed.

The featured items for December are soup and stews. Project Hope is unable to get these from the Omaha
Food Bank as they too are very low on food items. With that soup or stew, perhaps a box of crackers or a corn
muffin mix would be nice.

The featured items for January are cooking oil or shortening and other baking supplies. Watch for the sales and
perhaps you can purchase two items.

As the Circles have done for the past couple of years, by the end of November we will have a Project Hope
tree set up in the narthex. You will help decorate this tree by bringing in caps, gloves, mittens, and scarves for
boys and girls of any age as well as men and women. These "keep warm" items will be delivered on a weekly
basis. These will be greatly appreciated by the clients of Project Hope with the cold weather ahead.

Lastly, these are some of the items that Project Hope clients cannot purchase with food stamps: diapers, dish
soap, bar soap, deodorant, toothbrush, toothpaste, mouthwash (without alcohol), feminine hygiene products, hair
products (combs, brushes, etc.), shaving cream, shoe laces, razors, dry laundry soap, bathroom tissue, and nail
clippers. Please also consider donating one of these every so often.

Our "Turkeys for Project Hope" box will be in the narthex through the Wednesday before Christmas. We are
hoping to help Project Hope purchase meat or poultry for their clients for Christmas.

| was able to meet the new Executive Director, Leigh Trumble. She has a "head full of ideas and a heart full of
love." She prays that the Lord will give her the talents to accomplish great things at Project Hope. It was a pleas-
ure to talk with her and | think a wise choice was made in selecting Leigh to be the new Executive Director.

Project Hope is always looking for volunteers. They need helpers on Wednesday afternoon while the pantry is
open. They are looking for someone who can spare a couple of hours from 1:00-3:00 p.m. to help them at the
desk processing clients. If you can help, call at 453-7649.

To all of the Zion members and guests that do contribute to Project Hope, | thank you deeply. There is such a
great need in this area of Omaha, and it is truly a blessing every time we can deliver something to these people.
The small amount of work we do is considered a rich blessing at Project Hope. We are there "angels” as | was
told this past week.

Kathy R.
Project Hope Food Coordinator

GLOBAL GIFT BOXES

It certainly has been heart warming to see each week more and more tags being removed from our "India
Tree". As of this writing, there are less than 25 tags remaining. How wonderful!'! The Circles would like to have all
the supplies for the India gift boxes collected before Christmas. The Rebekah Circle will pack them in early Janu-
ary as they need to be delivered to the Orphan Grain Train by the end of January for shipping. If you have not
selected a tag, won't you please consider it now. These boxes will be distributed to the children of India that were
left orphaned by the tsunami a couple years ago. The items remaining to be collected are simple things like a
comb, child's fun toothbrush (Dora the Explorer, Superman, etc.), pencil sharpener, etc. These are easy to find
items.

A big thank you to all of you who have helped with this mission project. We increased our gift boxes to 30 this
year and it looks like we will be able to make that goal with all of your help.

The Rebekah and Lydia Circles

CARD COUNTER

As a service to Zion, the Rebekah Circle provides cards, napkins and other items at the card counter in the
narthex. We keep our prices as low as possible in order to be a service to you. Please stop by and browse. For
Christmas we have cards, napkins, gift bags and other hand made gift items available. We also have Self Study
Bibles that make wonderful gifts at this time of the year. For your other needs we have birthday cards, get well
cards, sympathy cards, etc. and a fine selection of napkins. Individual cards are sold for only $.50 each. We will
try to have someone at the counter after all services through December.



