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 In this [imperishable inheritance of salva-
tion] you greatly rejoice, though now for a little 
while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds 
of trials. These have come so that your faith --of 
greater worth than gold, which perishes even 
though refined by fire --may be proved genuine and 
may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus 
Christ is revealed. Though you have not seen him, 
you love him; and even though you do not see him 
now, you believe in him and are filled with an inex-
pressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the 
goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.  

ñ1 Peter 1:6-9 

 Encouragementé in and from the CROSS?  

 What kind of nonsense is that??? For most 
people, encouragement is something that you find 
from one positive -thinking person saying or writing 
to another positive -thinking person. Itõs all in your 
head, after all! God acknowledges that yes, indeed, 
encouragement goes to your head, so yes, indeed, 
He gives you His written Word for encouragement.  

 But God knows us better than any self -help 
guru ever could. So He takes encouragement to a 
whole new level in the Cross! Through the forgive-
ness of sins, life, and salvation God has given us in 
the Cross, we find a concrete basis for encourage-
ment based not on rules we must follow, but on 
what God has done for us.  

 Through Holy Baptism, God gives us not just 
an encouraging Word, but water in and with the 
Word to wash our sins away and give us the imper-
ishable hope of eternal life ñ òHe that believes and 
is baptized will be saved .ó 

 Through Holy Communion, God connects the 
Word and promise to the bread and wine that we 
are taking the very body and the very blood of 

Encouragement in the Cross 
Christ into our very body for the forgiveness of sins, 
life and salvation, for where there is forgiveness of 
sins, there is also life and salvation.  

 Through the Word that is spoken at the Ab-
solution in the Divine service, we should in no wise 
doubt, but firmly believe that our sins are forgiven 
before God in heaven.  

 Through the Word that is preached, we re-
ceived the working of the Holy Spirit when that 
which is preached is from the Holy Scriptures.  

 It is that task that currently occupies your 
pastorõs computer and desk (somewhereé) as he 
prepares the Lenten Midweek Series on ENCOURAGE-
MENT IN THE CROSS. 

 Topics to be included are:  

Z What did I do to deserve THIS??? - Simon of 
Cyrene and us 

Z Everything is going wrong...Is God ANGRY at 

me?! - Davidõs guilt and our promise 

Z Why is God permitting so much PAIN and ILLNESS 
in my life???  - the vine and the branches  

Z Is there any MEANING to my life at all? - Solo-

monõs questions at the end of life 

Z I believe, buté how can I get a STONGER FAITH? 
- Mary and Martha 

Z You know, I just donõt have the DESIRE TO AT-

TEND church or communion anymoreé - The Last 
Supper 

Z Has God ABANDONED me because of my Sin? - 

The Crucifixion  

Z When is it MY TURN to celebrate? - Easter 
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GET TO KNOW YOUR ELDER 
 A-B  Wade Ramsey 

 C-D  Bill Deardoff 

 E-H  Don Laaker 

 I -L  Guy Mockelman 

 M-O  Bryan Stoltenberg 

 P-R  Matt Timm  

 S  Al Sadowski 

 T-Z  Chris Wurtele 

Zionõs Elders would like to give spiritual help when 

needed and are there to field any concerns about 

Zion you may have.  Please contact your Elder if he 

can assist you in any way. 

Special Worship TimesñLENT & EASTER 
 

Feb. 6, Ash Wednesday  4:30 & 7:00 PM 

Feb. 13, Midweek Service 4:30 & 7:00 PM 

Feb. 20, Midweek Service 4:30 & 7:00 PM 
Feb. 27, Midweek Service 4:30 & 7:00 PM 

Mar. 5, Midweek Service 4:30 & 7:00 PM 

Mar. 12, Midweek Service 4:30 & 7:00 PM 
Dinner served 5:15ñ7:00 PM (above dates) 

          Mar. 19, Midweek Service        4:30  
          Mar. 20, Seder Meal        5:30 PM 

          Mar. 20, Maundy Thursday         7:30 PM 

   Mar. 21, Good Friday  1:00 & 7:00 PM 
          Mar. 22, Easter Vigil                         6:00 PM 

          Mar. 23, Easter Sunday 6:00, 8:00 , 10:30 AM

Seder Meal March 20  

5:30 PM Lakeview Room  
 

Sign-up sheets are in the narthex to participate in this 

yearõs Seder Meal to be served in the Lakeview Room 

before the Maundy Thursday Service, 5:30 PM, March 

20.  The Seder Meal is a re -enactment of the Passover 

meal that Jesus and the disciples would have been ob-

serving òon the night that He was betrayed.ó  The sym-

bolism of the meal and the foreshadowing of Christõs 

sacrifice of Himself as the Passover Lamb are stunning 

and unforgettable.  

LENTEN DINNER  
We are in need of people to prepare and serve for a 

Lenten supper.  The suppers will start on February 6, 

Ash Wednesday.  If you would like to, there will be 

a sign up sheet on the board by the Lakeview Room.  

You can also let the office know. 

~ Board of Fellowship ~ 

Pastor Schmittõs  

Top Ten List 

 

 What a winter weôve been having! Snow thatôs 

been on the ground for monthsé weeks at a time with-

out seeing temperatures above freezingé wind chills 

below zeroé reminds me of North Dakota, and the  

TOP TEN WAYS TO TELL THAT ITôS JUST TOO 

COLD: 

 

(These are all, sadly, TRUE:) 

10. You have to thaw out your heating oil to get the fur-

nace working again. 

9. You have to warm up your propane to get the furnace 

working again. 

8. Frost build-up prevents people from getting their own 

doors open. 

7. You have to HEAT your hockey rink so the Zamboni 

will work right. 

6. You have to drive slowly at first so the flat spots on 

your tires have time to work themselves out. 

5. The water lines to your house freeze upðAND 

THEYôRE BURIED 8 FEET DEEP!!! 

4. You have to leave the hot water trickling 24/7ðnot 

only to keep the water line open, but the sewer line as 

well. 

3. You throw a mug of boiling-hot water in the air and it 

will EXPLODEðnot one drop will hit the ground! (The 

local news stations all had to try thisðthe North Da-

kota equivalent of actually frying an egg on the side-

walk on the hottest days of the year down south.) 

2. Wind chills are broadcast in SECONDSðthat is, how 

much time exposed skin has until you get frostbite. 

And the Number one way to tell that itôs just too cold:  

1. Your MALAMUTE wonôt go outside in the morning! 

 

OK, so it hasnôt been that cold here, but come on! I am 

SO ready for a thaw. We even went to the garden center 

the other day just to smell the fertilizer and try to imag-

ine what joy it will be to have spring finally arrive! 
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Student Ministry Events 

UPCOMING  EVENTS 
 

Feb 10  Children Sing 

Feb 10   Valentine Dinner 

Feb 17  Servant Event Meeting 

Feb 29   Lock-In 

Mar 16  Children Sing 

Mar 23   Easter Egg Hunt 

April 6  Pizza/Game Night 

June 8-12 Vacation Bible School 

Valentineôs Dinner Workers 
February 10 

11:30-1, 4-8 
 

All youth 6th - 12th grade and their parents are 

needed to help with the Valentine Dinner.  From 

11:30 - 1 we will be setting up 

tables and chairs and decorating.  

Lunch will be provided. 
 

All youth need to report back at 4 

PM for their assigned duties. 

Easter Egg Hunt 
March 23 

9:45 AM 

Starting Location: Basement 
 

Join us on Easter Sunday for an Easter Egg Hunt 

(actually 2 Easter Egg Hunts). 
 

This yearôs Easter Egg Hunt will have 2 areas.  The 

first area is a separate area and is for those who are 

4 yrs old and under.  The other area will be for eve-

ryone else with the younger kids starting on one 

end of the field and the older kids on the other. 
 

We will begin inside 

at the Sunday School 

opening area at 9:45 

AM.  Bring a basket 

or bag to gather your 

eggs. 
 

 

Lock-In 
February 29 - March 1 

7:00 PM 

6th-12th grade 
 

All 6th-12th graders are invited to 

join us for a lock-in with the  other 

Omaha area Lutheran Churches.  

At the lock-in there will be broom 

hockey, ice skating, bowling, Bible 

study, concert, guitar hero contest, 

pizza, games, an ñExtreme Hair 

Makeoverò, fellowship, and new friends. 
 

We will leave the church at 7 PM (you need to have 

already eaten dinner) and return to the church park-

ing lot by 6:45 AM. 
 

The lock-in will be held at St. Mark Lutheran 

Church, Tranquility Ice Park, and Maplewood 

Lanes in Omaha. 
 

Cost? $20 per youth 

 (due February 17) 

 $0 per adult 

 (we love volunteers) 
 

What to Bring?  A broom 

(with your name written on it), yourself wearing 

something you donôt mind wearing all night, and a 

permission slip.  (Permission slips can be found in 

the high school Sunday School room.) 

Vacation Bible School 
June 8 ï12 

6-8:30 PM 
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Valentine Dinner 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2008 

Serving from 5 ~ 7:30 PM 
 

Ǆ Menu Ǆ 
Choice of: Chicken, Beef Tips, or Lasagna Rollatini 

   Rice or Red Potatoes or Mashed Potatoes 

 Dinner includes: salad, green beans, bread, 

angel food cake with strawberries, and 

 beverage 
 

Ǆ Location Ǆ 
  Zion Lutheran Church - Lakeview Room 
 

Ǆ Price Per Person Ǆ 
$15.00 (Advance) 

$17.50 (At the Door) 
 

Ǆ Services Available Ǆ 
Live Music, Onsite Babysitting, Pictures, 

Valet Parking, Coat Check, Open ñBarò 

 
This dining experience is hosted by ZIGGY 

(Zionôs Inspired Group of Godôs Youth) 
 

Tickets are available for sale before/after church and by phone 493-1744 


