
  

 

The Zion Bell   
 June-July, 2010 

 

“We were therefore buried with (Christ)  
through baptism into death in order that, 
just as Christ was raised from the dead  

through the glory of the Father,  
we too may live a new life.”  

Romans 6:4 

 With less than a month to go, we’re under 
$40,000 away from our pledged goal of $720,000. 
Those gifts, and our regular monthly mortgage pay-
ments, have lowered our 2007 debt of $1,100,000 to 
around $300,000. Our theme for the Capital Fund 
Drive was “New Beginnings in Christ” and had as its 
symbol the legendary Phoenix. That image has been 
displayed for three years now in the narthex on our 
“tote board” as well as in our sanctuary in the beau-
tiful banner Mary Christensen made for us. 
 In Christian symbolism, the Phoenix is used 
to portray not only Christ’s resurrection, but also 
the new life of the Christian. This legendary bird is a 
strong bird, living hundreds of years. Then it gathers 
a nest of sweet smelling twigs and spices. These are 
set on fire by the heat of the sun, and the phoenix is 
consumed in the fire. Out of the ashes the bird rises 
again, recreated and young, destined to live again 
for many years. We’ve used this symbol in our drive 
to illustrate the New Beginnings in Christ that await 
us as the burden of our indebtedness is burned 
away. 
 Through large gifts and small gifts; one-time 
gifts and weekly offerings; through young and old, 
new member and long-time member participation, 
that debt has been burned away to a much more 
manageable level. Our “New Beginnings” are set to 
begin. 
 What “New Beginnings” shall there be? 
That’s up to the saints gathered at this time and at 
this place to decide, seeking the guidance of our 
good and gracious Lord.  

New Beginnings: Now What? 
       One of the first obstacles to 
overcome is to actually “Weigh the 
anchor!” For several years, any 
consideration of any new ministry 
has been stifled with the refrain, 
“We can’t afford that right now.” 

End of discussion. Off the hook. Keep the ship in 
port. Let someone else do it.  
 Now, dear friends, that anchor can be 
raised. With our debt at a much more manageable 
level, we should be looking at getting this good ship 
Zion back out into deep water, saving souls. While 
debt has caused us to miss opportunities for minis-
try, and has, sadly, resulted in members leaving 
Zion to enjoy those ministries elsewhere, I truly be-
lieve the storms we have braved over the past five 
years have made us stronger and more prepared to 
undertake the missions God has given us to do. 
 Some of the things that already have been 
brought up are:  

 Finally, FINALLY getting the early childhood cen-
ter going that has been planned since the mid-
1990’s. 

 Adding Pastoral staff—either part-time retired or 
vicar at first, then a full-time pastor down the 
road. 

 Another building campaign with a gym and class-
rooms for a K-4 school for Concordia. 

 Expanded Missions programs. 

 Capital improvements to existing structure: Pav-
ing the lower lot, Upgrades to the sanctuary, 
Additional offices for staffing, Gas/water/sewer 
infrastructure, etc.  

 Please pray the Lord of the Harvest to grant 
Zion wisdom, strength, and courage to meet  what-
ever New Beginnings CHRIST has in store for us!! 
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Work Day for Picnic Area 
  

     I, Billy Deardoff, am doing an Eagle Scout 

Project for the church on Saturday, June 19. The 

project will consist of preparing and making of a 

picnic area on the west side of the church and 

constructing picnic tables for it. So I would ap-

preciate for anybody who is willing to give up 

their time to help us. This will begin at 9 AM on 

June 19, 2010. A sign up sheet will be available 

to see who will be coming. Refreshments and 

lunch will be provided. If you have any questions 

you can contact me.  Thank you.  
 

~Billy Deardoff~ 

Sunday School Children Purchase Playground 
 

Every Sunday, the Sunday School children take an offering.  

Of that offering 1/3 goes toward a global mission (purchasing 

bikes for pastors in Africa), 1/3 goes toward a local mission 

(purchasing supplies for those in the foster care system),  and 

1/3 stays at Zion for child friendly improvements.  The play 

structure pictured is the result of that effort. 
 

Help them purchase mulch! 
Whereas they had enough money for the play structure, they 

did not have enough to purchase the stuff that makes it safe to 

play on.  Please consider making a donation to the Zion Play-

ground Fund. 

Summer Sunday School 

Teachers Needed 
 

Volunteers are needed to teach for Summer Sunday 

School.  Teach one week, teach one month, teach all 

summer, it is up to you.  Classes are PK2-K & 1st-4th 

Grades. 
 

Contact Andrea to see how you can help (493-1744). 

VBS Volunteers Needed 
 

Bee - Herder—Taking children (PK or Elem) from 

station to station. 

 

PK Drop Off—Provide activities for PK children 

to do while their parents drop them off (6-6:20 PM).  

Ideas provided. 

 

PK Opening & Closing—To lead the PK children 

in their opening and closing (6:20-6:35 & 8:05-8:20 

PM).  Script provided.  

 

PK Music—Teach PK children VBS songs (6:20-

6:35 & 8:05-8:20 PM).  Songs & CD provided.   

 

AV—Work laptop & projector during opening & 

closing (6-6:20 & 8-8:20 PM). 

F l a t t e  P l a t t e  D i s p a t c h  
Alvina Crabmohr 
Contributing Editor 

  

 Dear Omaha readers,  

     I’m coming to visit your fair city! 

One of our local boys will likely be 

playing in the College World Series this 

year. So, folks are getting ready for a 

“Flatte Platte to Rosenblatt” tour!  

 But I need your help.  

 We’re meeting up with a group in 

Ogallala and heading to Omaha, and each 

of us gets to pick something to see 

along the way. PLEASE tell your pastor 

of your favorite Nebraska “Must-see” at-

tractions along the way. They don’t have 

to be right on the highway. They just 

have to be things you can’t find any-

where but Nebraska. Being from Lake 

Beauregard, I need YOUR help to know 

what I’m missing in Nebraska!!! 

 Your pastor will be delivering a 

series of sermons on our “Flatte Platte 

to Rosenblatt” tour, so you never know—

your suggestions might come back to you 

from your own pulpit! 
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Student Ministry  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
May 30   No Sunday School 

June 6-10  Vacation Bible School 

June 27   HS Tubing 

July 4   No Sunday School 

July 17-21 National High School Youth Gathering 

July 25   Family Event 

Aug 6-7  HS Leadership Retreat 

Aug 28   HS Worlds of Fun 

Sept 5   No Sunday School 

Sept 19   Rally Day 

Summer Confirmation 
"The Reformation"(June 6, 13, 20, 27 & July 11) 

"Life of Christ"  (July 18, 25, August 1, 8, & 15) 
 

Students 5-7th Grade (09-10 School year) may take 

Confirmation classes this summer.  Sermon & Sun-

day School notes may be completed during the 

summer months. 
  

Summer Confirmation classes are on Sundays from 

9:15-10:15 AM in the Junior High Sunday School 

Room. 
  

As a reminder, to get Confirmed each student must 

take 2 elective classes (The Reformation is an elec-

tive) and all 13 of the required classes (Life of 

Christ is a required class).  A schedule of future 

classes will be released later this summer.  You 

must attend 4 of the 5 class sessions & complete 

the class work to pass the class. 

Vacation Bible School 
Sun, June 6 -Thurs, June 10 

6-8:20 PM 

Register Today! 

zionwest.org or 493-1744 

Join us for Dinner @ 5 PM 
Sunday - Grilled Burgers/Hot Dogs 

Monday - Ravioli 

Tuesday - “Maid-Rite” Sandwiches 

Wednesday - Tacos 

Thursday - Pizza 

High School 

Summer Events: 
Scavenger Hunt 

Sunday, June 13: 1-4 PM 

We will begin and end at Zion.  However, our scav-

enger hunt will be in downtown Omaha (Old Mar-

ket & Gene Leahy Mall).  Bring money for ice 

cream & a digital camera.  RSVP by June 6. 

Tubing the Elkhorn 

Sunday, June 27 - Cost $12, 1:00-3:00ish.  Meet at 

Dodge St. and Elkhorn River. 

National LCMS Youth Gathering - New Orleans 

July 17-21 

Nebraska LCMS Youth Leadership Retreat 

Grand Island—August 6-7, $20 

Worlds of Fun 

Kansas City—August 28, Cost of ticket & food 

Camping 

Date & Location: Unknown.  Suggestions? 

Save the Date 
A Family Event - July 25 

Details to follow Summer Sunday School 
Starts June 6 9:30-10:15 AM 

Elkhorn Days 
June 26: 12-4 PM 

Come visit Zion‘s airbrush tattoo booth at Elkhorn 

Days @ Ta-Ha-Zouka Park. 
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Coffee and Donuts 
 

     On the bulletin board by the Lakeview Room there is 
a sign- up sheet for anyone who would like to serve cof-
fee and donuts after the 8:00 service. You could do it 
for an occasion such as an anniversary or birthday. 
     All it requires is to bring donuts, cookies, or anything 
tasty, make coffee (coffee and kool- aid already bought 
and in the cupboard), serve, and clean up. 
     Thank you to Sandy Wehrbein, Suzy Allen, Rebekah 
Circle, Lydia Circle, Greg and Rebecca Gibson for provid-
ing these treats in April and May.. 

~Board of Fellowship~ 
 

 

UNSDQR½ @RRDLAKX 

Sunday, JULY 18, 11:30 AM  
 

Plan to attend the next quarterly Votersô Assembly 
on July 18 immediately following the late worship 
service.  New members are always welcome! 

MAGIC AGE 
Magic Age will gather for potluck and card games 

on the first Tuesday of each month at noon.  Bring 

a friend and join in the fun, food and fellowship.  

No one is too young or too old for Magic 

Age!  If you have a favorite card or board 

game you'd like to play, bring that too! 

 

  

BOARD OF CHURCH PROPERTIES 
 

We would like to thank everyone who 
came out and helped with clean-up day 
around the church.  All your help was 

greatly appreciated.  Thanks very much. 

 

125
th
 ANNIVERSARY COOKBOOK 

 

       The time has come! Enclosed is the Recipe Col-

lection Sheet for your delicious recipes. Please read 

the instructions on the back of the form carefully.  

Any family member or former member of Zion may 

contribute; it would be great if every Zion family is 

represented in the cookbook.  A decorated box will 

be in the narthex June 6 to receive your recipes, or 

you may mail them to the church.  Extra copies of 

the Recipe Collection Sheet will be stacked by the 

box.  The deadline for recipes to be in is JUNE 20. 

       This cookbook is being done to commemorate 

the 125th anniversary of the church in 2011.  The 

proceeds will be used for congregational projects.  

Thank you so much for participating! 
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Lydia Circle News 

 
Pastor and 10 members attended our March 25

th
 meeting. 

March 27
th
 the circles served at the funeral of Joyce Malchow, a member of our congregation. 

Elaine Raabe attended the LWML Presidents brunch and she gave us the list of items to be collected for ñGifts 
from the Heartò, which will be taken to the 2010 LWML NE North District Convention on June 4

th
 & 5

th
 at King of 

Kings Lutheran Church in Omaha. 
A motion was made, seconded and carried for the Lydia & Rebekah Circles to put together a cookbook in obser-

vation of the 125
th
 Anniversary of our church, which will be in 2011. 

Pastor then led in playing Bible Trivia. 
We closed with the Lordôs Prayer and the table prayer and Ann Neuhaus served refreshments of a delicious 

cherry dessert, nuts, candy and coffee. 
March & April were busy months for the Lydia Circle ladies. April 10th & 11

th
 was our ñMitey Muffinò Sunday. The 

Circles served muffins on Saturday evening and between services on Sunday. The proceeds went to support the 
LWML Mission Projects. 

April 18
th
 we hosted the LWML Tri-Zone Workshop here at Zion, which was attended by about 60 members. Our 

speaker was Joyce Lase from Bancroft, NE. The offering of $143.00 was given to the LWML Scholarship Fund. 
Pastor, eleven members and one guest, Ruth Braun, were present for our April 29

th
 meeting. 

Elaine Raabe gave us an update on the progress of the Anniversary cookbook. Ladies from both Circles have 
volunteered to be typists, proofreaders and artist.  PRAISE THE LORD! 

Rudy Murchie volunteered to be a delegate at the NE North District Convention on June 4
th
 & 5

th
. Joan Graham 

and Tina Grose volunteered to be hostesses for our birthday party on May 27
th
. 

Our program was ñAsk the Pastorò. We adjourned with the Lordôs Prayer and the table prayer. Our hostess, Aleta 
Neuhaus served angel food cake with strawberries, nuts, candy and coffee. 

Our next meeting will be June 24
th
. Anyone is welcome to come and visit any time. 

 
Aleta Neuhaus, Secretary 

 
 

Rebekah Circle News 
 

On April 27th ten members and Pastor Schmitt welcomed guest Anna Hudson to our meeting.  Barb had the de-
votions  from the Ablaze Devotions and the Bible reading from First Timothy.  

Our treasurer reported that she had sent our donation from Mitey Muffin Weekend to the district, and the offerings 
from Ash Wednesday and our bakery event were given to the Concordia Scholarship Fund, LCMS World Mission trip 
to China, Camp Luther and Project Hope. The Correspondence also included a letter from Wycliffe Bible translator 
Rob Scebold whom our Circle has been supporting for years.  Members approved sending another donation for him 
to continue his work. 

 Judy reported that there were sixty ladies at the Spring Workshop which our Circles hosted on the 18th.  Joyce 
Lase was the speaker. The offerings were sent to the Nebraska North District Scholarship Fund.  Judy also informed 
us of the recipe book project which the Circles will be working on for Zion's anniversary next year.  Several members 
volunteered to type recipes and others will proof read them.  

Kathy reported that the Project Hope donations numbered 2,811 items plus $295.00 in cash from Zion.  It has all 
been delivered.  She will also be delivering the children's clothes to the Orphan Grain Train in May. 

 Plans for the Nebraska District North Convention at King of Kings which will be on June 4th and 5th were 
made.  Our members volunteered to work and bring food.  They also approved the donations for four offerings which 
will be gathered during the convention. 

 Members made plans to meet at Charleston's for our birthday evening dinner.  We are to bring a white elephant 
gift to be exchanged and remember to bring our mites. 
 
Carol Scebold, Secretary   
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  PROJECT HOPE 
 

   Congratulations, Zion! What a fantastic Feinstein Challenge we had. Zion contributed the most food to Project Hope dur-
ing the Feinstein Challenge - - - - -6,142 items plus monetary donations of $340. It will take awhile before Project Hope is 
notified of their portion of Mr. Feinstein's $1,000,000. Not only is Project Hope thankful for the donations in order to get 
some of that money, but all of the donations we give really help to stock their shelves thereby reducing the amount of food 
they need to purchase. A HUGE thank you to everyone who made this year so successful.   
    You also gave it a great effort with the Curves Challenge. Curves donated 3,330 lbs. of food and Zion gave it a good 
fight with 2,076 lbs. That is more than we have done in any of the previous years!!  
    A special thank you to Pastor Schmitt and Jean Wilshusen for their help in sorting and delivering food to Project Hope as 
well as LaDonna Clevenger. This greatly reduced the work load for me. Thank you so much!  
    We are finishing up the month of May with the featured items being personal care items. The list of the most common 
asked for Personal Care items are bar soap, bathroom tissue, deodorant, diapers (size 3 and larger), dish soap (a hand 
knit dish cloth will be added  to a bottle of dish soap), feminine hygiene products, hair products (combs, brushes, picks), 
Kleenex, laundry soap, mouthwash (without alcohol), razors, shaving cream, and toothbrushes & toothpaste. These are not 
just needed this month of May but all year round.  
    The featured items for June are canned vegetables, baby food, and baked beans. For July it is cereal and crackers. Of 
course any donation made is always very much appreciated. For those who find it difficult to shop for any of these items, 
we continue to have our Project Hope donation box in the Project Hope cart with envelopes available to put your donation 
in. Another great need is microwave popcorn. One package is suppose to be included in each "pantry" given out but none 
has been available at this time.  
    Thank you, Zion, for you continued support of this local mission and your outstanding performance during March and 
April. You did yourselves proud!  
    Project Hope Job Opening - Project Hope has a job opening for a receptionist. The job is part-time, 20 hours a week. 
Hours are Monday & Friday 10:00-3:00, Wednesday 12:00-5:00 and Thursday 9:00-2:00. We are looking for someone who 
has some computer experience, a people person who is outgoing and friendly. Will need to lift up to 50 pounds and stand 
on feet for periods of time. Job entails answering phones, greeting donors and accepting donations, keeping track of dona-
tions and who the donor is, helping to stock and distribute personal care items, backup on unloading truck on Thursdays 
and sorting donations. Must be a neat, well organized individual. Also must have neat handwriting. Previous experience at 
a service organization preferred. Please contact Leigh Trumble, Executive Director, Project Hope, Inc. PO Box 11-1312, 
Omaha NE 68111, Phone (402)453-7649.  
    Volunteer Needed - Project Hope is looking for a volunteer on Fridays from 12:45 until 3:10 for an intake rep at the up-
stairs desks. Some computer experience preferred but we can train. This would be each Friday. If you know of someone 
who is looking for some fulfilling volunteer work please contact Leigh Trumble. (Contact info in previous paragraph). 
 

Kathy Rummel, Project Hope Food Coordinator 
 

 

CARD COUNTER  
 

     For any of your greeting card needs, please check out the card counter in the narthex. There is a selection of birthday, 
get well, sympathy, marriage, anniversary, new baby and thank you cards available. Single cards are available at the very 
reasonable price of 50 cents or cards may be purchased by the box. If no one is available to help you with your needs, 
please contact Kathy Rummel.  
 

POP CAN TABS  
 

     A delivery of almost 2,000 pop can tabs was made the third week of May. That brings us close to the 53,000 mark. The 
new goal is to try to collect 25,000 by the end of summer so we can be at 75,000 and maybe by the end of the year be at 
our first 100,000 tabs! Just bring your pop can tabs to the Lakeview Room and put them in one of the containers on the 
east counter or set them by the containers. This project is to help the Ronald McDonald House.Thank you to everyone who 
continues to contribute tabs. If you have any questions, please contact Kathy Rummel. 
 

 

ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN 
 

     On May 11 the delivery was made of all the summer weight children's clothing we collected here at Zion. Upon delivery, 
I was told that a shipment would be going out shortly and it would be going to Haiti. How wonderful that we were able to 
help children in such dire straits. Thank you all for the clothing and also for selecting only gently used clothing. The children 
can be proud to wear the donations you have all made. 
  

The Rebekah Circle 
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An Update from òWalking Together Lutheran Ministriesó 

  

One of our goals is to establish Lutheran visibility in our communities.  Recently a task force made up of members of 

the Omaha LCMS churches met to select projects.  One of the most popular ideas was a ‗Mass Auto Window Wash” 

at our neighborhood gas stations – all on the same day and at the same time, possibly with some media coverage.  We 

are currently working out the details of date and time, but would like to do it on Saturday, June 12 from 10:00 a.m. 

until 1:00 p.m.  We would ask that someone from your congregation make contact with the gas station manager for 

permission, also to hand out a tract or brochure, even a Bible if they would like, and of course an invitation to wor-

ship.  
  

The big event coming up will be “Faith and Family Night at Rosenblatt on Saturday August 7th.  Each congregation 

will be able to purchase baseball tickets at a reduced price and have the opportunity to set up a table with your outreach 

materials.  Fireworks and a Christian Concert featuring Rebecca St. James will follow the baseball game.  During the 

game there will be Christian testimonials and more.  A variety of free pre-game activities are also being planned.  Spe-

cific details will be sent to your congregation in the very near future.  We are hoping congregations can use the eve-

ning to have their members invite unchurched friends. 
 

Brush Up Nebraska is another event we are planning to participate in.  The official date is August 28th; we will be 

painting houses for Omaha‘s older citizens.  Again, volunteer opportunity details will be coming to you in time for the 

event. 
 

Many of you participated in ―Rake It Out‖ last fall.  You were part of the largest group of ‗rakers‘ in the city and we 

received recognition for your help.  Please mark the weekend of November 7th on your calendar for this year‘s in 

―Rake It Out‖.  More details and recruitment invitations will be sent later. 
 

Walking Together Lutheran Ministries has recently assumed the administration of the English as Second Language 

(ESL) at 40th and Q. 
 

Walking Together Lutheran Ministries invites your participation in these events and also welcome any suggestions 

from congregations on how we can help you in your ministry, outreach to the community, or physical needs around 

your facility, or others.  Our goal is to be Lutherans helping Lutherans.  If you have ideas or questions, please contact 
Walking Together Lutheran Ministries at walkingtogetheromah@yahoo.com or President, Pastor Stephen Bartelt.  

 

CONCORDIA JR/SR HIGH SCHOOL 
SPACE IS GETTING SCARCE 

 

We are nearing building capacity at Concordia Jr/Sr High School and need to start looking at adding space—gym, class-

rooms, maintenance, etc. If you have the means or know someone who has the means to contribute to some major projects, 

please have them contact Jim Rasmussen, CEO of Concordia Schools, at 965-3435 or rasmussenj@concordiaomaha.org. 

URGENT NEED FOR VOLUNTEERS AT CAMP LUTHER 
There is an urgent need for volunteers for Camp Luther's special needs program! Each camper is paired with a "buddy" (YOU), 
but more volunteers are needed to match the number of campers. Servant volunteers should be going into 9th grade in the fall of 
2010 or older, and training is provided at the camp.  There is also a need for volunteer nurses who are not paired with campers 
but who help with meds. 
 

The sessions that volunteers are needed for are as follows: 
Session I - REJOICE A: 5-6pm May 31 - 11am June 5 
Session II - REJOICE B: 5-6pm June 7 - 11am June 12 
Session III - REJOICE C: 5-6pm June 15 - 11am June 19 
 

Call Leila Rehbein, His Kids Camp Director, at 402-981-5732 for a volunteer application packet, or download an application at 
www.campluther.org. Email hiskidscamp@campluther.org for more information. All camps are held at Camp Luther of Nebraska 
near Schuyler. 
 

You have been blessed; come to His Kids Camp and be a blessing to others! 

mailto:walkingtogetheromah@yahoo.com
mailto:rasmussenj@concordiaomaha.org

